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SEO ERTISEMENT. 


HE following LETTERS were Publiſhed at Lon- 

don in 1687, at the time that the then Govern- 
ent was making bold puſhes to eſtabliſh Popery. No 
doubt they had a good effect on the happy Revolution 
that happened the very next Year; as they contain very 
ſtrong, but conciſe and convincing Arguments for the 
Proteſtant Religion ; and do, at the ſame time, expoſe 
the folly, weakneſs, anddelufion of Popery and Fudaiſm. 


As there are ſcarce any Copies to be had of this va- 
wable and entertaining Pamphlet, the Publiſher was ad- 
viſed to Re- print it; and he is pretty confident, that 
moſt Readers, after me uſal, will approve of thus e 


ing it. 


FF 


* 


CONFERENCE 
BETWIXT | 


APAPIST awpa JEW, ve, 


Kao SIR, 


OUR's, of the 2 2d of this 1 December, 
I received; I give you my hearty thanks for 
the Contents. Ic may ſerve in part for a requit- 
tal, to remit you an account of a late Conference 
betwixt a Papiſt and a Jew, at my houſe. The 
_ occaſion was this: On the 1 4th inſtant, being Fri- 
day, a Feſuit, (one father Salian) whom I have 
always found molt friendly and ingenuous, came 
to my houſe about noon to get a return for L. 200 
in Paris: I readily complied with his requeſt, 
and deſired him withal, to ſtay and take a ſhorr 
dinner with me, Without much importunity, he 
was perſuaded, —My dinner was only 4 diſh of 
falt-fiſh, and a joint bf pork roaſted ; and, though 
we had but ordinary chear, yet down we ſat, 

and were very chearful. Before we had fully 
dined, in came Levita the Few, to diſcourſe me 
about a commodity that 1 had inquired after; I 
deſired him alſo to fit down and bear us company. 

i Þ 3 | My 


* 


Fx 


to him, Mr Levita I am ſorry that we have no- 
thing here that you can eat. I am ſure, ſaid ſhe, 
(pointing to the pork, the only diſh remaining 
now upon the table) you are for none of this. 

Father Salian (obſerving what ſhe ſaid, and ſup- 
poling Levita to be a Roman Catholick, and thar 
his abſtinence did ariſe from the ſame ſerupuloſity 
with thoſe of that perſuaſion) began to ſcrape ac- 
quaintance with him, and aſked him what country- 
man he was, and how long he had lived in this ci- 


ty ? I prevented the reply of Levita, and told fa- 


ther Salian that I judged he was miſtaken in my 
friend ; that he was no Roman Catholick, but a 


Jew; and refrained pork, not becauſe it was Fri- 


day,and ſo forbidden by the church of Rome, but 
becauſe it was ſwine's-fleſh, and fo apprehended it 
to be forbidden of God. And here it would have 
made you ſmile, if you had ſtood by, and heard 


What a paroxiſm or ſharp debate there aroſe be- 
© twixt father Salian and my wife about this queſti- 


on; Whether he or the Jew had the greateſt 


ground for ſuch abſtinence ? and, to ſpeak without 


partiality, fhe put him hard to it. After the table 
was cleared, father Salian deſired to have ſome 
more ſerious diſcourſe with Levita, and told him, 
That he wondered how any man in his right ſen- 
ſes could perſiſt in Jewiſh infidelity ; adding with- 
al, that he would undertake in an hour's time to 
convince him, that the promiſed MEss TA was 
come, and that Jefus of Nazareth” was he. 
Levita anſwered, that he was a trader, and alto- 
gether unfit to manage a controverſy of that mo- 
ment; and therefore defired to be excuſed from 
meddling with it: 7 ather Salian replied, that it 

was 


My wife knowing the man, and his manner, faid 
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E 1 1 
was more than probable there were ſome of their 
Prieſts or Rabbies in this city, and that if he pleaſ- 
ed, he would meet the ableſt of them, and argue 
this point in his hearing, and he hoped to his con- 
viction and ſatis faction. Levita conſented, and 


promiſed, if a convenient time and place were ap- 
pointed, to bring a friend with him for this pur- 


poſe. I interpoſed, and offered my houſe for the 


place of their meeting, which they well approved 
of, and appointed that day ſeven days at three of 
the clock in the afternoon for the time. Levita 
deſired, that there might be no noiſe or notice gi- 
ven of this their intention, alledging that it might 
be of ill and dangerous conſequence to thoſe of 
their religion, if it ſhould come to the ear of the 


magiſtrate. Hereupon they agreed that there 
| ſhould be no words of it, and that no perſons be- 


ſides my wife and J ſhould be preſent, but them- 


ſelves and Levita's friend. 


Upon this they parted, and all three came punc- 


tually at the time appointed: J carried them up 


into a chamber which had a cloſet in it, where 1 
had placed one that was dextrous in ſtenography, 
and drew the table pretty near the cloſet-door, 
that he might hear and write all that paſt. When 
they were fat, I made it my requeſt, that an inti- 


mate friend of mine who was in the houſe might 
be permitted to come up, and be an auditor. This 
Was Mr Beza, whom I had habited like a gentle- 


man. They faid if he was a friend of mine, and 
did defire it, they had no objection to it. Where- 
upon I brought him in, and ſet him a chair at a 
little diſtance from the table. Ab 
After a ſhort ſilence, father Salian began and 
faid to Levita, I ſuppoſe this is your friend you 
N ſpoke 


Ll a3 


ſpoke of at our laſt meeting in this houſe, and 
promiſed to bring with you this day. Leviea 
anſwered, Yes. it was; upon which they gave cach 


other a friendly bow or ſalute. Then they firſt 


conſidered what ſhould be the main queſtion or 
ſubject-matter of their conference; and anon it 
was refolved into this, Whether Jeſus of Naza- 
e reth was the Meſſiai? The next thing they con- 
ſidered, was, Whether this queſtion ſhould be ar- 
gued ſyllogittically, the one taking the part of an 


opponent, the other of a reſpondent ? or whether 


they ſhould alternately deliver their conceptions 


in a continued diſcourſe without interrupting one 


another? Levita's friend deſired the latter way, 
becauſe he was not acquainted, as he ſaid, with 
our way of arguing in the ſchools: A third thing 
they reſolved upon was this, that the conference 
ſnould not laſt above two hours, and that neither 
of them ſhould ſpeak above half an hour at once. 
Having agreed to thoſe three preliminaries, father 
Salian began, and after he had a little ſtated the 
queſtion, ſhewing whom he meant by Jeſus of 
“ Nazareth,” and whom he meant by the Mæſſiali, 
he proceeded thus : Though I might urge many 
arguments to prove what I affirm that Zeſus of 
Nazareth is the Meſſian foretold by the prophets; 
yet I ſhall inſiſt only upon one; and that is, The 


many miracles that were wrought by himſelf, and 
by his followers in his name, which were ſuffici- 


ent to convince the world that he came from 
God, and that he was that prophet whom our fa- 
thers expected, and that God had promiſed. 

I fearing that my ſcribe in the cloſet could not 
well hear father Salian, he fpake ſo low, (and in- 
deed afterwards I underſtood I was not deceived) 


made 


. 
made bold to deſire him to lift up his voice a lit- 
tle, Which he readily did; and withal followed his 
argument ſo cloſely, and preſſed it fo nervoully, 
that I confeſs I was greatly confirmed thereby, 
and concluded Levita and his friend would become 
his converts, and wondered with myſelf what re- 
joindre could poſſibly be meditated by either of 
them. | | 

His argument he thus formed: He that teſtifi- 
ed of himſelf that he was the Meſiah, and con- 


firmed his teſtimony by many infallible wiracles, 
which were wrought by himſelf and by his follow- 


ers in his name, he muſt needs be the Meſſiah : 


Bur © Jeſus of Nazareth“ teſtified thus of himſelf, 


and confirmed his teſtimony by many infallible 
miracles, which were wrought by himſelf and by 
his followers in his name: therefore, Jeſus of 
„% Nazareth” mult needs be the Mef7a/z. The pro- 


Poſition, fays he, I ſuppoſe no rational man will 


deny, whatever his perſuaſion be in matters of re- 
ligion; eſpecially if he underitand by miracles, as 
I do, ſuch wonderful works as are contrary to the 
courſe of nature, and above and beyond the reach 


of any mere creature, and as are the product of an 


Almighty power. It cannot be imagined that 
God, who is the faithful and merciful Governor 
of the univerſe, would alter the courſe of nature, 
and ſet the ſeal of his omnipotency to a lie, and 
{uffer the greateſt inducement of belief to be made 
uſe of to draw the world into error and perdition. 
Two things I take for granted, nor can they be 
rationally gain- ſaid. Firſt, That none but God, 
and ſuch as are aſſiſted by him, can work real mi- 


racles. Satan, and ſuch as are acted and aĩded by 


him, may work wonders, ſuch as may breed admi- 
"4 ration 


E 


ration in the beholders; but to work miracles pro- 
perly and ſtrictly ſo called, is above the power of 
Satan, or any created being. This is the prero- 


gative of him alone, whoſe power is infinite and 


unlimited. Secondly, That God never did, nor 


ever will communicate this power of working mi- 
racles to any to confirm a falſhood. To believe 


or affirm any ſuch thing concerning God, doth 
border at leaſt upon blaſphemy. Tis as if God 


ſhould lend the Devil his ſeal to ſign his deluſions, 


and ſaffer it too, to be done in his name; how 
then ſhould he govern the world in righteouſneſs ? 
and how deplorable and remedileſs were the con- 


dition of poor mortals, ſeeing they have no way 


left them to undeceive themſelves, but mult run 
into irrecoverable rain, and intitle God to their 


| ſeduction and perdition ? 


That teſtimony then which hath the atreſtati- 
on of miracles, is undoubtedly divine. Hereby 
Moſes did prove his miſſion from God. Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians did not except againſt the ar- 
gument; only they thought, at leaſt for a ſeaſon, 
his works and wonders not ſupernatural, and that 


their ſorcerers could vie with him in works of won- 


der, which we read of in Exodus; they attempt- 


ed by inchantments and diabolical aſſiſtance, till at 


length they acknowledged a divine and ſupernatu- 
ral power to work with Moſes, and ingenuouſly 
confeſſed that it was the finger of God. And had 
Moſes affirmed himſelf to be the Meſſiah, and con- 
tinued to work ſuch miracles to confirm it, the 


hraelites and others had been obliged to believe | 


ir. They mult have concluded, that no man could 
do the miracles that he did, except God were with 


him, and wrought in and by him ; and that God 


would 
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would never work with a deluder, and lend him 
his ſeal (as I ſaid before) to ſign his deluſions, and 
deceive the world in his name. Moſes therefore 


never had that pretext, but told the people plainly 
of a Meſſiah to come, of a Prophet that God would 


raiſe up to them of their brethren that ſhould be 
like unto him, that ſhould come with figns and 
miracles as he had done, whom they ſhould heark- 


en to and obey. 


Accordingly, when Jeſus our Saviour was made 
of a weman, and manifeſted in the fleſh, the ful- 
neſs of time being come,the main argument he uſed 
to bring the world to believe in him, was this of ſigns 
and miracles. Hence it was that he told his fol- 
lowers, that the works he wrought did bear wit- 
neſs of him : and when the Jews that were round 
about him, aſked him, How long he made them to 


doubt? and deſired him to tell them plainly if he 


were the Chriſt? He anſwered, That he had alrea- 
dy told them, that the works which he did in his 
Father's name, did teſtify of him.“ Yea, ſaid he, 
« if I do not the works of my Father, believe me 
«« not: Bur if I do, although you believe not me, 
e yet believe the works.” And again he ſays, 
% Believe that J am in the Father, and the Father 
in me, or elſe belicve me for the very work's 
„ fake.” He tells them further, That if he 
© had not done the works amongſt them that 


none other man did, or could do, they had not 


«© ſinned in not believing in him.” This alſo we 
find to be the great argument upon which ſo many 
believed: When they faw the miracles that he did, 
they ſaid, © This is of a truth that prophet that 
* ſhould come into the world.” They had been 


in doubt for a while, Whether John the Baptiſt - 


Was 


E 


was not the Chriſt; but anon they conſidered that 
John wrought no miracle, but all things thar Joan 
ſpake of Zefzs were true; and beſides he had done 
many miracles, and therefore many belieyed in 
him. Thus much for the demonſtration of the 
major propoſition. 

Now I come to the aſſumption or minor propoſi- 
tion, which is, that“ Jeſus of Nazareth“ teitified 
of himſelf that he was the MESSIAH, and confirm- 
ed his teſtimony by many infallible miracles which 
were wrought by himſelf, and his followers in his 
name. That he teſtified this of himſelf is not de- 
nied. He told the Jews,“ Unleſs you believe that 
am he, ye ſhall die in your fins.” This was the 
main part of that good confeſſion which he witneſ- 
ſed before Pontius Pilate the Roman gover- 
«* nor ;” and it was the main quarrel your anceſt- 
ors had againſt him: For though they expected, a- 
bout this time, the coming of the Maſſiah, and that 
for good reaſons, be Daniel's ſeventy weeks 
were run out, and the ſceptre was departed from 
„ Judah, and a law-giver from between his feet,“ 
and the like; yet they would not hear that“ Je- 
e ſus of Nazareth” ſhould be the perſon. Alas! He 
had not the porte and preſence of a worldly po- 
tentate, ſuch as they dreamt of:“ When they ſaw 
© him, there was no form or comelineſs for which 
5 they ſhould deſire him. They hid their faces 
„ from him, and eſteemed him not,” as was fore: 
told by Iſaiah the Prophet. 1 

That therefore which remains to be e is, 
that he confirmed this bis teſtimony by many in- 
fallible miracles, which were wrought by himſelf 
and by his followers in his name. Let me begin 
with the miracles which he wrought himſelf, of 

which 


1 
which there was a very great number, and that of 
divers kinds; and theſe were not done in a cor- 
ner, but in the face of the world, before multi- 
tudes, and that in preſence of, if not upon the 
perſons of ſome of his greateſt enemies. His firſt 
miracle, after his ſhowing himſelf to Iſrael, was at 
1 a marriage-feaſt in Cana of Galilee, where he 
4 turned water, and a great quantity of it, into wine. 
After that, he fed more than once a great multi- 
tude, even ſeveral thouſands, with a few barley» 
loaves and ſmall fiſhes, which were fo miraculouſly 
multiplied, that after they had eaten and were fil- 
led, his followers gathered up much more frag- 
ments than there was at firſt in whole meat. He 
healed all manner of diſeaſes, whether the diſeaſ- 
ed were preſent or abſent; and this he did, as like- 
wiſe his other miracles, with a word ſpeaking. 
Some of thoſe wonderful cures he did on the Sab- 
bath-day, for which the Phariſees (his inveterate 
enemies) did find fault with him, though they could 
not deny the matter of fact. He made the lame 
to walk, the deaf to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the 
blind to fee ; concerning which the chief prieſts - 
and elders had not only the atteſtation of by- 
ſtanders, but the confeſſion of the parties them- 
ſelves, whom they curiouſly interrogated about 
the thing done, and his manner of doing it. He 
cleanſed many lepers, and caſt out many devis; 
which his enemies beholding could not deny, bur 
blaſphemed, and ſaid, that he did it by diabolical 
aid, and that he caſt out devils by Beelzebub the 
Prince of devlis. Some who were dead he reſtor- 
ed to life again, particularly one that was carrying 
to his gave, and another that had lain ſometimie 
in his grave, even till his friends ſaid that he 
unk. And this he did in the fight of many Jews, 
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who thereupon believed in him, having ſeen the 
miracle that he did; yea, the chief prieſts con- 
ſulted about making away Lazarus, the perſon ſo 
miraculouſly raiſed, becauſe that by reaſon of him 
many of the Jews went away,and believed on Jeſus. 

The time limited for my diſcourſe would fail 
me, ſhould I but inſtance in the twentieth part of 
thoſe many uncontrouled miracles which Jeſus 
wrought in the ſpace of three years, or there- 
about. And when his hour was come in which 
he ſhould be cut off, though“ not for his own 
„ ſins*(as the prophet Daniel had fore-told) “and 
« ſhould make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
& bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs ;”” even 
when he hung upon the croſs, and was made fin 
and a curſe for us, then there was a quaking of the 
earth, a rending of the rocks ; yea, the vail of the 


temple was rent from the top to the bottom, and 


for the ſpace of three hours the ſun was darkned 
without any eclipſe; which was noted as a prodi- 


gious thing by the learned aſtronomers of thoſe 


times, one of which is reported to have ſaid, 
That either the God of nature ſuffered, or the 
« frame of the world ſhall ſuddenly be diſſolved.” 


Yea, the Centurion and his ſoldiers that attend- 


ed, were in ſuch conſternation at the things that 
happened, that they feared greatly, and ſaid, 


Truly this was the Son of God.“ But above all, 


his riſing again from the dead is moſt remarkable; 


therein“ he declared himſelf to be the Son of God 


c with power.” This fell out on the third day, 


as he himſelf had fore-told: And if this one thing 


be cleared up, it is inſtead of a thouſand demon- 


ſtrations. Now, the greateſt evidence that we can 


the te- 


poſſibly have of a thing of this nature, is 
LED e ſtimony 


teſted by a cloud of witneſſes; they were not a 


But if they were not deceived; yet, ſecondly, 
they might be deceivers. They might ſteal a 
way the body of Jeſus” by night, and give 


thing. 1. It is not credible his followers could de 


1 


ſtimony or atteſtation of others. This then is at- 


few, but many, to whom he ſhewed himſelf alive, 
and that many times after his paſhon, by many in- 


fallible proofs, ©* being ſeen of them forty days, 
„ and ſpeaking of the things pertaining: to the 


*« kingdom of God.” There are but two things 
that can poſſibly be objected againſt their teſti- 


mony. 


The firſt is, That thoſe perſons, who were wit- 
neſſes of his reſurrection (as they called them- 
ſelves) might poſſibly be deceived, and that they 
ſaw a fantaſtical inſtead of a true body, But this 
could not be, for they did not only tee, but feel 
and handle him; yea, one of them put his finger 


into the holes in his hands and feet, and his 


hand into his ſide; ſuch was his incredulity. They 


did not only feel and handle him, but they did 


alſo eat and drink with him after he roſe from 
the dead. If an argument drawn from all thoſe 


ſenſes will not hold, How then can we be ſure 


that we ourſelves, and all the perſons we converſe 
with, are not phantaſms and mere apparitions ? 
And how could the Jews be ſure that it was 
£ Jeſus” whom they crucified, and fecured in the 
ſepulchre? In the ſame way that they were ſure 
of the one, his followers were ſure of the other. 


out that he was riſen from the dead next morn 
ing. Two things ſhew the incredibility of ſuch 


it. The chief prieſts were aware that he had 
ipoken before - hand of his riſing the third day, an 
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they foreſaw "7" if this happened, the laſt ener 
(as they counted it) would be worſe than the firſt. 


Therefore they obtained leave of Pilate to make 


all ſure, and ſome of them went themſelves to ſee 


it done, and then they placed a ſtrong and diligent 


watch to keep the ſepulchre. Bur here it may be 


objected, that the watchmen fell allcep, and then 
his diſeiples came and ole him away. "This indeed 


you Jews believe to this day, and we know your 


| on hired the watchmen to ſpread abroad this 


falſe: report. But then, Why were not they pti- 


; iſhed for their careleſneſs and ofcitancy ? And if 


they were aſleep, How could they tell what the 


* diſciples did? And if they were awake, Why did 


they-not oppoſe them that did it ? The keepers, 
for all their hire, did make another relation of what 
happened; How an angel deſcended with great 


ſplendor, whoſe countenance was like Pang 


and rolled away the ſtone at the mouth of the ſe- 


pulchre, which did fo terrify them, as that they 
became as dead men: Is it credible that the diſci - 
| ples, if they ſtole away the body of their maſter, 
would ſtay to ſtrip him, and lay the linen-clothes ſo 
| decently by themſelves? Would they not rather 
have carried him away in his winding-ſheet, eſpe- 
! cially when he was wound up in linen with a mix- 
ture of myrrh and aloes, which hath a clammy and 
glutinous property? Would they not have been 
afraid leſt any of the keepers ſhould awake, but ſtay 
and do ſo needleſs and difficult a work? But then, 
| ſecondly, As they could not do this if they. would, 

ſo it is not credible that they would have done this 
if they could. Their writings, their converſati- 
ons, ſhew them to be perſons of great integrity 
| h holineſs; whereas if they had done this thing, 


and 
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and impoſed upon the world in this kind; they 
would have been a company, not only of very 
wicked perſons, but of incarnate devils. ' ' Maho-_ 
met's villany would not have been compared with 
it. What, tobely God in ſuch a manner, and to cry 
up faith in © Jeſus” as riſen again from the de: d. 
when he is ſtill under the power of death, and no 
otherwiſe riſcn than as they ſtole him out of ahe 
grave! This would have been helliſh unparalleled 
wickedneſs, and to be abhorrcd by all men of com- 
mon honeſty. But, to put this out of the queſtion, 
there were other witneſſes of his reſurrection be- 
ſides his immediate diſciples. He was feen in Ga- 
lilee of above five-hundred perſons at once; many 
of whom lived a long while after to witneſs whot 
they had ſeen: And had his diſciples and others 
conſpired together ſo fouly to bely God and their 
_ own-conſciences, we may imagine it maſt hare 
been for ſome advantage to themſelves; but con- 
trariwiſe, they knew that to profeſs Chrift and the 
Chriſtian Religion, was to bring upon themſelves, 
and theirs, the greateſt odium and perſecution. - _ 
Yea God himſelf would have abhorred ſuch 
miſcreants; but, on the contrary, we find they were 
approved of God, and that by many miraculous 
ſigns and wonders which be did by them, and by 
that abundant meaſure of his Spirit which he pour- 

ed out in extraordinary gifts and graces upon 
them. And this would have led me to the läſt 
term in my aſſumption, that Feſus his teſtime- 
ny of himſelf was confirmed, not only by his own 
miracles, but alſo by the miracles that his follow- 
ers did in his name. For the truth is, they did 
a5 great miracles in the name of Jus, as ever he 
did! in his awn perſon, They cured all manner 
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of infirmities, agd that not leiſurely by the appli- 
cation of medicines, but ſuddenly and miraculouſ- 
ly by a word ſpeaking. The very ſhadow of Pe- 
ter, one of his diſciples, healed the ſick as they 


lay in their beds or couches in the ſtreets. A cer- 
tain man aged 40 years and upward, that had been 


lame from his mother's womb, was carried and 


laid daily at the gate of the temple, which was 


called Beautiful, to aſk alms of thein that entered 
into the temple. To him Peter ſaid, Silver 
“ and gold 1 have none, but ſuch as I have I give 
„ thee: In the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, riſe 


s up and walk: And he took him by the right 
c 


* 


hand, and lifted him up, and immediately his feet 


and ancles received ſtrength, and he entered 
“ into the temple, walking and leaping, and praiſ- 

& ing God.” This was manifeſt to all them that 
_ dwelt in Jeruſalem, and acknowledged to be a no- 
table miracle by the rulers of the people, and the 
elders of Iſrael. One Dorcas that was dead, he 
reſtored to life with a word ſpeaking, which was 
| known to all the inhabitants of Joppa, which oc- 
caſioned the converſion of that town to the Chri- 
_ Mian religion. I might inſtance in the miracles 


that were wrought by other diſciples and follow- | 
ers of Jeſus, Let me conclude with a word or 


two concerning Paul, who was once mad againſt 
the Chriſtians, and did zealouſly perſecute them in 


every city. He was miraculouſly converted by 


_ Jeſus Chriſt's appearing to him in the way as he 
went about this work to Damaſcus.; a great light 
| hone round about him, which his companions ſaw 
as well as himſelf, and a voice ſpake to him, ſay- 
ing, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? It is 


ee hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks,” He 
42 ERS was 


Our” oy 
U 


> en e T 0 f * 1 | _ ay 1 * Cds ed * 


8 
was ſtruck blind for many days: But anon the 


eyes of his body and mind both being enlighten- 


ed, he preacheth that faith which before he perſe- 


cuted, and, which is to our purpoſe, many ſignal 


and ſpecial miracles were done by his hands; ſo 
that from his body were brought to the ſick, hand- 
kerchiefs, or aprons, and the diſeaſes departed 
from them, and the evil ſpirits went out of them. 


Bur I forbear any further naming of theſe parti- 


culars; and having thus clearly and fully proved 


the premiſes, I hope you will yield the concluſion, 


which is, That Jeſus of Nazareth is the Meſ+ 
On 75-0 
After a ſhort pauſe, Levita's friend, the Rabbi, 


broke ſilence, and ſpake as followeth : Sir, I deſire 


you would have the like patience in hearing my 


_ anſwer, as I have had in hearing your argument. 


The queſtion before us is of greateſt conſidera- 
tion, both with us Jews, and you Chriſtians z and 
you may imagine that before now, I have debated 
it both with myſelf and others. I remember ſome 


Fears ago, in Portugal, I was aſſaulted with this 


very argument, of proving ** Jeſus of Nazareth 
to be the Meſſial, by his working of miracles; 
and finding that it was much urged by the Chriſti- 


ans. I ſpent ſome time in ſtudying that point, and 


formed an anſwer to this argument in writing, and 
that writing I brought with me; which I the ra- 


ther did, becauſe my friend told me, this was the 


ſubje& to be argued, and I did ſuppoſe you might 
happily attempt the proving of it by this very me- 
dium : And becauſe I have a bad memory, and 


ſpeak no godd Engliſh, I ſhall beg leave to make 
arſe of my papers. So, having pulled a little ma- 
nuſcript out of his pocket, and turned over a few 

| | leaves 
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leaves, he made a fold at the place he ſought, and 

laid it by him a while, and thus proceeded. 
As to that, Sir, which you called your propoſi- 
tion, I ſhall offer nothing in contradiction to it; it 
ſeems to be founded on the greateſt reaſon; nor 
will any of ours gain-ſay thoſe two poſitions you 
mentioned. 1/7, That God only can work real 
miracles. 2dly, That he will not, as J remember 
you well expreſt it, ſet his ſeal to a lie. Fehovah 
is a God of truth and righteouſneſs. —- 
But, Sir, as to that which you called your aſ- 
ſumption, it doth not in our opinion carry the like 
evidence and demonſt ration with it. For, to be 
plain with you, it doth nat appear to us, that, 
though ** Jeſus of Nazareth”? did teſtify he was 
the Mefjah, he confirmed that teſtimony by ſuch 
infallible miracles, either of his own or his fol- 
lowers; nor hath any thing been urged by you tor 
the manifeſting thereof, but What you have found 
jn your own books, which you cannot but know 
ate queſtioned by us as to their authority and ve» 
rity. And ſurely, had our fathers, and the chief 
prieſts of our nation, ſcen any ſuch miracles done 
by Jeſus of Nazareth,“ as your records do men- 
Lion, they were men of that religion and learning, 
that they would not have fo evilly intreated him, 
dut wouid have paid him more reſpect and veni= 
ration. We believe therefore, as our anceitors 
have belicved before us, that they were ſome of 
them forgeries and feigned miracles, and that o- 
-thers of them (pardon the word) were diabolical 
atchievements. And we. are the more confirmed 
in this belief, becauſe your later- records and 
- chronicles do tell us of multitudes of miracies, 
_ which were wrought, as they lay, by men and 
= | Wonen 


* 


„ 
CW 1 


Þ do iti A. n at i Mul 23H 94 
women of your religion, which ſeem to us to he 
very fabulous, yea, ridiculous. Yet theſe are re- 
ceived amongſt you likewiſe as certain and infal- 
lible, and have the approbation of your church, 
and of the High Prieſt whom you call the Pope, 
and the Sanhedrim of Cardinals, And ſome of 
theſe do vie with the miracles of Jeſus and his 
diſciples, and ſeem to be much of the ſame ſort or 
kind, Let me name a few of many, and they are 
ſuch as I have taken out of great authors, and H- 
cenſed or allowed; records. And pardon me if I 
do not cite the author and places where they are 
chronicled; if you deſire it, I can produce my 
vouchers for every ſtory, and thofe ſuch as are 
anemic... +4: wont) aud was ol 

Then taking up his little book, and putting on 
ſpectacles, he read as followeth ; Your words; faid 
he, do firſt make mention of Zeſus his miraculous 
conception, before they ſpeak: of his, and his fol- 
lowers, miraculous actions. This I have heard 
urged by others, though it was omitted by you, 
how he was conceived of the Holy Spirit, and 
then born of a virgin without the knowledge of 
man. A like miracle is recorded in one of your 
church-hiſtories publiſhed not long ſince with al 
lowance; how St. Kentigerne's mother begged of 
Jeſus, that ſhe might imitate his virgin-mother 
in the conception and birth of a child: Accord - 
ingly, within la little time, ſhe finds herſelf with 
child, but often proteſts ſne never knew any man. 

But, by the law of that country where ſhe lived, 
ſhe muſt be caſt head-· long from the top of a high 
mountain. She weeps and prays, but the execu- 
tioner does his work; down ſhe falls, but is fo far 
from being killed, or daſhed - pieces, that ſhe has 
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no bruiſe or hurt. Then ho. is carried on ſhipe- 


board many miles into the ſea, and there turned 


out into a ſmall boat of leather, deſtiture of all hu- 
man help ; yet, with great ſpeed and ſafety, ſhe 
arriveth at 4 far diſtant port; and landing, the is 
delivered of that admirable faint, and miraculouſly | 
conceived fon, St Kentigerne. 8 

As to miraculous actions, the fore · mentioned 
book, and others of equal or greater authority, 
will afford plenty that do not only compare with, 


but exceed the miracles of Jeſus and 4 diſciples. 


As for inſtance, your records ſpeak of Tefus his 
faſting forty days, and I can ſhew you where it is 
recorded of St. Patrick; that he faſted a whole 
Jent (which I think with you is forty days) with- 

out any human ſuſtenance; where one St. Ardan is 
faid to faſt full fifry days, and t to grow f fatter up- 


And whereas it is ſaid, that Jeſus fed five thou- 


ſand perſons with five loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, 
St. Patrick is ſaid to have fed fourteen chouſand 


with one cow, two ſtags, and two wild boars ; ard 

it was talked how next day the cow Was alive a- 
gain. | 

And as for Feſus, bis turning water into wine, 


it is not ſo much as is commonly affirmed of your 


prieſts, how, by repeating four or five worde, they 


can turn wine into blond, and bread into fleſh, 


and that the fleſh and blood of Feſus himſelf, 
though you affirm he is aſcended into heayen, and 
ſhall there remain till his ſecond coming. And, 
it is recorded of one Odo, an archbiſhop'of Can- 


terbury, that when ſome of his clergy did doubt 
of ſuch tranſmutation or tranfubſtantiation, that he 
| prayed with tears while he v was at maſ*, that God 


would 


EF 
would convince them by a ſign; and the body of 
Vela; which he held in his hands (that is the 
Dread) began to pour forth blood into the chalice; 
which they perceiving, deſired the prelate to pray 
that the blood might be changed again; leſt ven- 
geance ſhould fall upon them for their incredulity; 
he doth ſo; and it became wine. 
Again, whereas your records ſpeak how Jeſus 
and his diſciples did heal all manner of diſeaſes, 
whether the diſeaſed were preſent or abſent; and 
that with a word ſpeaking: The like is alſo re- 
corded of ſome of his more modern followers. 
Take for inſtance St. David, a great light of the 
church, as he is called : He invited St. Kined te 
come to his ſynod ; St. Kined excuſed himſelf, be- 
cauſe he was lame and crooked, unfit for ſuch ho- 
ly company, and unable for fo great a- journey: 
Wherevupon St. David prays him {ſtraight and 
ſound: But the other. {till delayed his coming; 
upon which St. David unprays his former prayer, 
and he becomes lame and crooked again. St. Ber- 
nard had great ſucceſs; as appears in your hiſtories 
this way ; for he cured one in Spain of a fore dif- 
| eaſe whilſt he was in France; he cured one of a 
dropſy, by putting his own girdle about him; ano- 
ther of the head-ach, by ſending him his eap to 
wear; another that lay a- dy ing, he reitored by 
ſending him his coat; with many more of the 
tha Kind. r iT ae 
As for caſting out of devils, nothing is more or- 
dinary than for your prieſts to do that feat by 
their exorciſms ; your holy water, wich the ſign 
of the croſs, is ſaid to be frequently ſucceſsful in 
this work. And l find, in one of your hiſtories, 
how a woman was difpoſſelt of feven devils at 
PE Lauretto, 
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Lauretto, by calling on the Virgin Mary for help : | 
and when tour were caft out, the other three, 
called Hergth, Horribilis, and Ardto, with much 


difficulty were removed; one cries out, «6 Mary, 


„% Mary, thou art too ekuel againſt us; another 
howled lamentably, and ſaid, « Mary, thou art 


[© too powerful in this place, where thou doſt 


& force us out of our poſſeſſion againſt our will. os 
And the prieſt, who, by Mary's aid did this miracle, 
made him tell what place that was: Who anſwer- 
ed, It was the Virgin's bed- chamber, wherein, af- 
ter the angel Gabriel's meſſage, ſhe conceived 
God; which was, as other | hiſtories ſpeak, broyght 
thither by a miracle. Nay, ſome' of your great 
ſaints have contended with the Devil, and worſt ed 
him; as St. Dunſtan, who catched him by the 
noſe with a pair of hot tongs, and plucked him ſo 
hard, that the Devil was glad to ſhift from him by 
breaking down a wall, crying out, it did ſo ſmart, 


once and again,“ Oh what hath this bald. pate 


cc done ! e 

As for raiſing the dead, this alſo hath been fre- 
quently prac̃t ĩſed. St. Francis makes one die 
that anſwered his diſciples. roughly, when they 
would have borrowed his cart, and afterwards Bd 
ed him up again, and reſtored him to life. A man 
and his fon going a pilgrimage to St. James's at 
Compoſtella, light upon a wicked hoſt, that firſt 
makes them drunk, and then puts two fly er cups 
into their wallets : They are purſued; and, , being 
taken and tried, the ſon was hanged, the father 


goes on his pilgrimage, and returneth thirty - ſix 


days after to the body of his ſon, ſtill hanging. 
He maketh grie vous lamentations, till by and by 


the hanged ſon n to comfort him, ſaying, 
1” 66 MOTT 
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& Moſt dear faber, weep not, but rejoice, for 1 
% was never better in all my life; St. James ſup» 
ports and comforts me with heavenly ſweet - 
<< neſs.” The father over- joyed, makes known 
the buſineſs ; the people. flock together, the man 
is taken down, and the hoſt hanged up in his 
room. 

1 could ſhew you where St. David is ſaid to 
have raiſed a boy from the dead, who afterwards 
waited upon him: St. Patrick to have raiſed one 
from the dead that was almoſt devoured by hogs. 
And St. Alban being to be wartyred, people 
weben to ſee his martyrdom ; and, crouding 

very hard by a deep river, many fe fe 11 in and were 
drowned : The ſaint perceiving it, prays that al} 
might fee his paſſion ; and, to that purpoſe, the 
waters may be dried up: It was done accordingly, 
and thoſe that were drowned before are Now 
found ſafe at the bottom of the river. 

Again, whereas it is recorded, that Jeſus raiſed 
himſelf from the dead: I can turn you to records 
in great credit with you, where ſome of your emi- 
nent ſaints are reported to have done things little 
inferior thereunto. St. Dennis, the patron of 
France, when his head was cut off, carried that 
head of his two miles in his hands. St. Winifred 
vowing virginity, was wooed by a king's ſon : To 
make her eſcape, ſhe pretends to dreſs | herſelf (for 
he found her much unready) aud to return again; 
but, out of à back-door ſhe goes, and makes to- 
wards the church, On the fide of a hill ſhe j is o- 
vertaken by her ſuitor, whoſe love was turned into 
rage; and ſhe continuing in her obſtinacy, be cu 
off her head, and there roſe up a well, which il 
bears her name; The head tumbles down i into the 
| church 
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church amongſt the peop le; St. Benno takes it up, 
ſeeks the murtherer, and finds him wiping his 
bloody fword upon the graſs ; he pronounceth his 
curſe againſt him, whereupon he falls down dead. 
Sr. Benno often kiſſing the head, joins it to the 
body, covers it with his maiitle, and goes to the 
altar to ſay maſs ; that done, to the body he re- 
turns and begins a ſermon, and prays for the vir- 
gin, whereto the people fay amen : Preſently the 
virgin riſeth up, as it ir were from ſleep, wipes 
her face from duſt and ſweat, and goes to the 
church to give thanks: Only where the ſection 
was made,' there was a circle like a white thread 
all her life. St. Clare, a noble Engliſhman, to a- 
void marrying a noble and beautiful virgin, runs 


away to France; there a lady falls in Iove with 


him : To eſcape her, he. leaves the monaſtery he 
was in: This turns her kindneſs into fury; ſhe 
ſends two murtherere, ho cut off his head; he riſe: 
ſtraighir, and with his hands takes up his head, car- 
Ties it anto a fountain, into which he caſt it; thence 
he takes it again, and carries it unto the kater 
of his cell, and thence went forward to a little 
village near the river Eyta; where, for ought 
appears, he ended his proceſſion. 

My allotted time will not ſuffer me to proceed, 
though I have collected ſome ſcores of theſe 
miracles ; and indecd there i js great plenty of them 
10 be had. In one thing, to conclude, the miracles 
of theſe modern ſaints, exceed the miracles of 

eſus or his immediate followers; for they are re- 


corded to have delivered fouls. out of hell-tor- 


ments, which Jeſus bimſclf did never pretend to 
do. Gregory the Great (one of your Chief 
Prieſts) wepr fo long for Trajan the Emperor, 
that he obrained deliverance of is ſoul from hell, 
altho 


of 


altho we read he \ was charged to aſł no more ſo 
great a favour for; any, at leaſt that died unbaptized. 
So St. Dunſtan delivered King Edwin's ſoul from 
internal torments; 3 - and, when the devils quarreled 
with him about it, he ſtopped their mouths, by 
aſking them, What reaſon they had to find fault 
wich it, if Chriſt and he thought good ro pardon 
him ? St. Nicholas alſo delivered his own brother's 
ſoul from hell; though it coſt him fifteen days 
and nights pray ing and weeping, as St. Antonine 
reports. Now Sir, J think I am even with you 
in point of miracles, and muſt tel] you, that we 
Fews ( (however we are charged with infidelity) 
are not ſuch infidels, or ideots rather, to believe 
a reality in any of theſe ſtories. . Surely the Al- 
mighty Power would not trifle thus with mortals. 
Theſe are therefore either arrant forgeries, or elſe 
de viliſh atchievements ; and we cannot but think 
the ſame of the miracles of Chriſt and his diſciples, - 
becauſe the one are recorded and received by you 
as well as the other : : And therefore they are no 
proof that the teſtimony of Jeſus was divine, 0 or 
that he is the Mefrah, 
Father Salian ſat all this while (as I could per 
ceive) very uneaſily ; z and, when the Rabbi had 
ended, he never looked up, nor made one word of 
reply ; but his countenance, as well as his ſilence, 
did argue him full of confuſion and diſturbance in 
his mind. 1 looked upon Mr Beza, and ſhook my 
head, I feared occaſion might be given theſe Jews 
to triumph if the conference ended thus; and, 
that they would be hardened themſelres, and 
would alſo harden others in their unbelief and 
judice againſt the Chriſtian faith; wherefare, I 
hoped, that Mr Beza would take up tbe argy- 
ment, 
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ment, and confute the Rabbi's cavils: Nor was 1 
diſappoitited, for anon he roſe up, and drew nearer 
the table, and ſaid, Sirs, you have greatly. obliged 
me, in permitting me to be prefent hitherto in the 
capacity of a hearer ; and you will further oblige 


me, if you will permit me (now there has been ſo 
long a filence) to interpoſe a little as .a ſpeaker. 


As my diſcourſe is not premeditated, ſo it ſhall not 
be prolix. The argument this worthy perſon hath 
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urged to prove that Fe/us (our Lord and Saviour 


3s the Chriſt, is of greater weight than to be fo 
eaſily blown away : As you have already granted 
his major, ſo I queſtion not but you will alſo grant 
his minor propoſition, when I ſhall make it mani- 
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ſpeak of ſects and factions amongſt us Chtiſtians ; 
they are found in all religions; they are with you 
Jews, and they were of old with your fathers, who 
were divided and crumbled into ſects and parties, 
ſuch as the Phariſees; Sadducees, Eſſenes, Hero- 
dians, and the like. With us Chtiſtians there is 
a great ſect or faction of thoſe who are commonly 
called Papiſts, or Roman Catholicks; who have 
made the greateſt ſchiſm or rent that ever was in 
the Chriſtian church, who anatherhatize and curſe 
all thofe that are not of their faction or communi- 
on; and, although they are numerous, and pretend 
to be the Catholick church, and do 1 Spain and 
Portugal, and ſome othet countries, with which it 
may be you have been moſt converſant, yet they 
ate but few comparatively, that is, in comparifon 
of other Chriſtians that are in the weſtern and 

eaſtern parts of the world; namely, the Proteſtants 
of ſeveral kingdoms and common wealths; the 
Muſcovites, the Greeks, the Abaſſines, the Aime- 
nians; the Copries, the Cireaffians, the Mengrefff- 
ans, che Georgians, and the hke. It is then, with 
this popiſh ſect only that theſe fickitious miracles 
are found; the generality of Chriſtians do openly 
declare that miracles are long ſince ceaſed; nor 


was there any need of their continuance in the | 


church, the Chriſtian faith being already not only 
ſufficient, but abundantly confirmed by the miracles, 

the infallible miractes of our Saviour, and che. pri⸗ 

mitive Chriſtians, who ſhewed their patent or 
commiſſion under this broad ſeal of heaven, to the 
conviction and utter ſilencing of their moſt obſti- 
nate enemies, both Jews and Gentiles. Tou know | 
that Moſes confirmed the law, and the ordinances 


thereof, by miracles ficſt wrought in Egypt, and 
D akterwards 


Cas 3 


'} afterwards on Mount Sinai, and in the wilderneſs; 
but, when your fathers were convinced of Moſes 
his authority, and were once ſettled in the land of 
+] Canaan, then thoſe miracles ceaſed. So the goſpel 
7 and the ordinances thereof were at firſt confirmed 
buy the uncontrouled miracles of our Saviour, and 
the primitive Chriſtians (as indeed it was meet 
that thoſe who pretended a new revelation from 
God, ſhould confirm it with a divine atteſtation ;) 
but ſince the Chriſtian religion is now diffuſed 
both far and near, for the ſame reaſon all miracles 
are at an end ; as men water orchards at the firſt 
| planting of them, but, when the trees are well 
” Tooted, they do ſo no more. But, amongſt the 
ſchiſmatical Papiſts, miracles are ſtill pretended, 

' who care not what wrong they do to the Chriſtian 
religion, or the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, ſo 
they increaſe their own party. By means hereof, 
they delude the more ignorant and credulous fort 
olf people, of whoſe ſouls their prieſts make great 
merchandize. In King Henry VIII'“s time, by the 
duligence of the Lord Cromwell, one of the chief 
| miniſters of State, many of the abominable cheats 
and forgeries of the Papiſts in this kind were made 
mäanifeſt throughout this nation, which was one 
great cauſe of the reformation that followed. And 
it is no ſlight evidence of the verity and divine 
authority of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 
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that this was fore - told therein ſome hundreds of 
Fears before it came to paſs; for ſo it is there re- 

corded, that there ſnould be a great defection or 
ahpoſtaſy in the Chriſtian church, which alſo ſhould 
be headed by the biſhop of Rome; and though he 
be not named, yet any one with half an eye may 
| perceive he is intended; never did glove bet- 
| | +] 


35 "WF" 
ter fit a hand, nor ſhoe a foot, than the cha- 
rater the Scripture gives of the head of that apo- 
ſtaſy doth agree to the Romiſh Pope : And con- 
cerning him it ſays expreſsly, that his coming 
ſhould be after the working of Satan, with power 
and ſigns, and lying wonders: In the Greek it is 
Tipa 0 Levdour, with wonders of a lie, an uſual Hebra- 
iſm, as you underſtand, to note the notorious 
falſnood of his wonders. And in another place it 
fpeaks of a beaſt (meaning the ſame perſon) whom 
the world ſhould wonder after, and worſhip too, 
and that for this reaſon, becauſe he doth preat 
wonders in the ſight of men. This may ſuffice 
for theſe lying wonders, with their impudent au- 
chars. © © va, > = FRESH > 

But as for the miracles of our Saviour, and his 
Immediate followers, they are of another nature, 
and wear upon themſelves marks of infallibility ; 
they are recorded in the age and places when and 
where they were wrought ; they were done (as 
this worthy perfon well obſerved) not in a corner, 
but in the face of the world, before multitudes of 
witneſſes, and thoſe perſons of credit and integrity; 

Inſomuch, that your anceſtors the Jews, that fi- 
ved in thofe days, and inquired diligently into 
theſe things, did never once deny the matter of 
fact, that ſuch miracles were indeed done; but 
they faid they were done by diabolical aſſiſtance : 
And others of them have faid, that Jeſus had found 
out the right pronunciation of that ineffable 
name, the Nomen Tetragrammaton*, and that it 
was ſewed in his thigh, and that by the power 
thereof he did all his miracles. How ridiculous 

2 1 1 


(enn; Js nova. 


(> 
* 
þ | 
+ FT) 
1 
11 
WT; 
, 7 
Wt 
1) | 
. 
„ 
** 
U 1 
4 
= . 


1 28 1 


are ſuch evaſions? It ſeems evident enough, that 
many of the Phariſees and Rabbies themſelves in 


thoſe days lay under this conviction, that Jeſus 
came from God, and was the Chrift, and profeſ+ 
{ed top their faith in him, though the moſt of them 
did it ſecretly for fear of the Jews, who had a- 
greed, that it any did confeſs he was Chriſt, they 


ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue. Joſephus, a 


man of learning, who lived near thoſe times, and 
who was a Jew by nation and religion, in the 18th 
book of his antiquities, doth publiſh this paſſage 
to the world, That, in the time of Tiberius 
«© Exfar, there was one Jeſus, a wiſe man (if, ſays 
c he, it be lawful to call him a man) for he was 
te the performer of divers miraculous works, and 
< the inſtructor of thoſe who willingly entertain- 
< ed the truth. This was Chriſt, who being ac- 
& culed by the privees of our nation before Pilate, 
and afterwards condemned to the croſs, yet did 


wa 


<<. not his followers forbear to love him for the ig- 


* nominy of his death; for he appeared unto 


«© them the third day after, as the divine prophet 


4 had before teſtified of the ſame, and divers other 
„Wonderful things of him.“ eres to 
Let me deſire you to uſe your reaſon? Do but 
think with yourſelf, if the miracles I am ſpeaking of, 
had been forged or feigned, how eaſy a matter had it 


been for the Jews, that lived in thoſe times, ta have 
diſcovered and diſproved the fraud and falſhood there- 


of? Put the caſe, that there ſhould at this inſtant 


go abroad a report of one in London that did great 


miracles, and that very frequently; that cured the 
blind, the lame, the deaf, the dumb, the diſeaſed 
ot all ſorts that came or were brought to him, with 


a word ſpeaking; that he caſt out devils, and rai- 


ſed 


I 29 I 
ſed the dead; and that his followers did the like, 
and that frequently in all parts of the land; and 
that theſe things were done in the preſence of 
thouſands, of throngs and multitudes of people; 
I pray you, judge if it were not the eaſieſt matter 
in the world to diſprove this, if it were falſe and 
feigned, and whether it were poſlible that whole 
cities and countries ſhould believe ir, and ſeal their 
belief thereof with their blood; nay, conſider 
whether the eaſineſs and certainty of diſproving 
this report, were not like to bring them all under 
the greateſt ſcorn and contempt imaginable, that 
mould publiſh it? You fee the caſe is parallel, and 
I need not ſtay to apply it. Tis ſtrange to ob- 
ſerve, that the Jews of thoſe times, whoſe hearts 
were ready to burſt with envy and malice at the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, never publicly objected the 
forging or feigning of thoſe miracles by which it 
was confirmed. Yea, *tis farther obſervable, that 
the heathens themſelves, and the great ones amongſt 
them too, did openly aſſent to the reality thereof. 
We find it in true records, how Tiberius himſelf, 
upon a letter from Pilate concerning Jeſus, of the 
miracles he wrought, and of the manner of his 
death and reſurrection, did move in the fenate of 
Rome, that he might be admitted amongſt their 
Gods; and though they refuſed the motion, be- 
cauſe, as ſome ſay, it was not firſt moved by them- 
ſelves; or, as others fay, becauſe if they received 
him, they mutt renounce their other gods; yet 
the Emperor perſitted in his opinion of Jetus, and 
gave the Chriſtians great liberty all his days. 
Lea, the Turks acknowledge Jeſus our Saviour 
to be ſent of God, and that he confirmed his miſ- 
ſion by miracles, and upbraid the Jews for not be- 
lie ving 
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lieving God by his prophet Jeſus ; and Mahomet 
threatneth judgment againſt them fori it in his Al- 
coran, ſay ing.“ That Jeſus Chriſt was the word 
and power of God, {ent to convince the world 
« by miracles ; that * was born of a virgin, con- 
«© ceived without an earthly father, by divine in- 
« ſpiration ; that he cured all manner of diſeaſes, 
« and-raiſed the dead to lite again ; that he was 
<« taken at length into heaven, and ſhall come a+ 
« gain,” Thus much of our faith is confeſſed by 
thoſe infidels. 

1 could go forward, but that I ſee the time is 
well-nigh expired. that you allowed for this confe- 
rence, and therefore I ſhall not be guilty of a far- 
ther abſurdity ; bur I beg your pardon for that I 
have already committed by an unrequeſted inter- 
poſing in your ſerious debate. And for a cloſe, I 
muſt tell you, Sir, that you mult yield the con- 
clufion in this Gentleman's argument, or elſe deny 
his major propoſition, which yet you ſay is found- 
ed upon the greateſt reaſon; or eiſe you muſt fly 
to the evaſion of your fathers, which is, That Jeſus 
our Lord did indeed work miracles, but it was by 
the power of the Devil. And to ſay this, pardon 
the expreſſion, is no leſs than blaſphemy : It is in 
effect, to ſay, that the Devil is God; and to a- 
ſcribe the attributes and prerogative of God untg 
him. For if Satan can do ſuch miracles without 


controul, to perſuade poor mortals to an enter- 


tainment of error, and to delude the world, who 
have no ſufficient means (as was ſlid before) to 
diſcaver the deluſion, then it plainly follows that 


he is a God in power, and the Almighty gover- 


nor of the world; or at leaſt, that God hath ſo 
little mercy or jutlice; or care of mankind, as to 
give 


E 

give them to the power of the Devil to be reme- 
dileſly deluded by him: And he that will believe 
this rather than the Chriſtian faith, deſerves to pe- 
Tiſh in his blaſphemy and infidelity. I have done 
when I have made this one requeſt to you, that 
you will pleaſe to favour me with ſuch another 
meeting, and 1 ſhall hope, by the aſſiſtance of that 
Spirit which proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, which three are one God, the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance, equal in power and glory; I ſay, by his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and by other arguments, and by thoſe 
taken from the writings of Moſes and the prophets, 
and ſome of your own Rabbinical autbors, clearly 
and convincingly to demonſtrate,that Zeſws is the 
Meſfiah ; yea, the only begotten Son of God, and 

the Saviour of the world. 

Levita the Jew was much affected (as I did 
perceive) with Mr Beza's cloſe and warm diſcourſe 
(and indeed what with the matter, and his manner 

of delivering it, I think we were all affected more 
or leſs; ) he turns to his friend, and defires him 
by all means to accept .of this Gentleman's motion, 
and appoint another meeting. 

The Rabbi made a low bow to Mr Beza, and 

ſaid, Sir, I heartily.thank you for your plain and 
ingenuous diſcourſe, and I willingly acknowledge 
that I have received more miormation from it than 
from any perſon or author that ever 1 yet conver- 
ſed with; yea, what if I ſhould ſay, within a little 
you have perſuaded me to be a Chriſtian. I muſt 
not conceal, that it hath been the opinion of ſome 
of our learned men, that the Me/tas is come, and 
that for our fins he lies concealed. I have been 
often ſtaggered in myſelf when I have thought of 
this matter, I dare rot ſhut my eyes againſt clear 

EE light, 


L 32 J 
light, but open them as wide as I can. There. 
fore, Sir, on this day fortnight at the ſame hour 
I ſhall gladly meet you, and, if it may be, I am 
content that this houfe in which we now are ſhould 
be the place; only I beg leave to bring one or 
two of my brethren with me, and yet I deſire 
alſo that we may be private, and that not above 
the number of three or four at moſt be preſent 
beſides ourſelves. I told them my houſe was at 
Their ſervice, and that I was rejoyced to ſee ſo good 
an effect of the paſt conference; I called for a 
bottle of ſack, they drank in a friendly manner to 
ro another; ſo Levita and his friend took their 
leave. | 
When they were gone, father Salian applied 
himſelf to Mr Beza, and thanked him for his ſea- 
ſonable interpoſition, and deſired his farther ac- 
quaintance. |] muſt, faid he, confeſs to you, that 


I am one of thoſe that you call Roman Catholics, 


but I was not aware that our church, by the mi- 
racles ſhe approves of, and allows to be wronght in 


her, did give fuch a ſtab to the Chriſtian faith, as 


I now find it doth. | F confeſs I have been long of 


opinion that thoſe miracles of our ſaints, that are 
ſo much magnified amongſt us, are moſt of them 


falſe and fabulous: And J remember that I have 
read in Ludovicns Vives, a learned writer of 


our own, how he calls the Golden Legend a hi- 
" ſtory unworthy of the ſaints, and that the author 
had a brazen face. Yea, he ſays exprefsly, that 


the lives of the faints are corrupted with abundance 


of lies, and that the authors did ſer down not what 


the faints did, but what themſelves would have had 


them done. 


Mr Beza underſtanding that father Salian was 
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13 
a Roman Catholick, deſired his pardon that he had 
ſpoke ſo keenly againſt the church and Pope of 
Rome; adding, that he ſaw a neceſſity of it for 
the undeceiving the Jew. And Sir, faid he, give 
me leave to tell you,that your church by her lying 
wonders, and forged miracles, hath greatly diſſer- 
ved and diſparaged the faith of Chriſt, and gone 
ite the chiefeſt argument, as you 
yourſelf acknowledged, for the confirmation of it. 
And let me add, that the Jews are farther preju- 
diced againſt Chriſtianity by the Papiſts amongſt 
whom they moſtly converſe, eſpecially in theſe 
Weftern parts of the world, and that is by your a- 
doration of images, the hoſt, the croſs, and the re- 
lics of the ſaints; for they are great zealots in the 
ſecond commandment, and utter enemies to all i- 
dolatry. To which may be added, your debarring 


the general uſe of the New Teſtament, which is 


the probable means of the obtaining the knowledge 


of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian religion. 


Father Salian replied, that though he was a 
Roman Catholick, yet withal he was a Chriſt ian; 
and I think, faid he, *tis high time for me and all 
Chriſtians beſides, to think of renouncing commu- 
nion with that church whoſe principles and prac- 


tices ſhall encourage men to continue Jews and in- 


fidels; and as the Jew ſaid, that as within a little 
he was perſuaded to be a Chriſt ian, ſo could he ſay, 
that within a little he was perſuaded to be a Pro- 


teſtant. Upon this they take leave of one ano- 


ther, promiſing to meet again at the time before- 
mentioned. 55 . 
— 


Sir, 
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Sir, I jndged this narrative would not be unac- 
reptable to you. If any thing occurs in the next 
meeting that is worth your notice, i it ſhall be rea- 
dily communicated by 


Tours, &c. 
N. H. 


A CON- 
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CONFERENCE 
BETWLIX 1 
A PROTESTANT AN a JEW: 
OR, A 
8 E COND LETT LY 
FROM A 


Mex char in London, to his CoxRESPONDENT in An ferdam 


K1ND SIR, 


[ Tyixk myſelf obliged, partly by mine own 
promiſe, and partly by your importunity, to 
give you ſome account of the ſecond Conference 
at my houſe, which was managed by Mr Beza and 
Rabbi Fonathan ; and, I wiſh you may read it 
with the ſame ſatisfaction that I heard it. 
After the company met (which was now a little - 
augmented by confent) and all were ſeated and 
Pe olcd, Mr Beza began, and applied himſelf 


8 to Rabbi Jonathan, and ſaid, Sir, you 
know the buſineſs that we are come hither about; 
that is to debate, Whether Fe/us of Nazareth 
** be the promiſed Meſfalꝛi?“ This was demon- 
ſtrated the laſt meeting by this worthy perſon 


(pointing 
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(pointing to Father Salian) by a convincing ar- 


gument, which was drawn from the many infallible 
miracles which were wrought by himſelf in the 
days of his fleſh, and by his followers afterwards 
in his name. Theſe did amply teſtify. that he 
came from God, and that the teſtimony he gave 
of himſelf was true, elſe God (as was then faid) 


| would never have ſet his own ſeal to it. It is in- 


deed the greateſt confirmation of any teſtimony 
that poor mortals, who cannot diſcern the eſſence 
and being of God, are capable of receiving. I do 
not therefore decline this argument, becauſe of its 
inſufficiency to prove the matter in queſtion, or 
becauſe any thing hath or can be offered to evade 
or invalidate the force of it. But to the end you 


may ſee our faith doth not hang only upon this 


hinge, I ſhall advance another argument, to prove 
that Feſus of Nazareth” (in whom we Chriſti- 
ans believe) is the promiſed Mefiah. Beſides 
then the teſtimony of miracles, we have the reſti- 
mony of the Scriptures to this truth; and Irremem- 


ber our Lord himſelf doth appeal. to both theſe 
teſtimonies ; he ſays, © The works he did in his 


« Father's name did bear witneſs of him - and 
he bids the Jews To ſearch the Scriptures, for 


they are they which teſtify of him.“ And we 


find in the Acts of the Apoſtles, that one Apollos 
did mightily convince the Jews, and that publickly, 
Acc he by the Scriptures that Feſus was Chriſt. 
To this work then I ſhall immediately apply 
myſelf, and, as I remember, ir is that which! pro- 


miſed, and, I ſuppoſe, you expect. 


Rabbi Jonathan aſſented and ſaid yes, that was 
the proof they now expected; only he hoped, 


that, A: the Neiplures, he meant thoſe that the 
Chriſtians 


* 
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Chriſtians call the Scriptures of the Old Teffamebe; 


to wit, the writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 


and the Hagiographa, Mr Beza replied, that he 
intended no other ; for, he was not inſenſible how 
the Jews would object againſt any citation out of 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ; though he 
added, he could eaſily manifeſt (if that were now 

his buſi neſs) that there lay no exception againſt 
them but what were of equal force againſt the 
writings of Moſes and all the Prophets ; but that 
he ſhould confine himſelf to thoſe Scriptures, 
which, by the unanimous conſent both of Jews 
and Chriſtians, were of divine authority. And 
from theſe (ſaid he) I ſhall make good theſe two 
grand aſſertions : 1. That the promiſed Meffah is 
long ſince come. And 2. That“ Jeſus of Na- 
„% zareth is he.” And if I prove theſe two points, 
1 hope you will give us the right- hand of fellow- 
ſhip, and become members of the Chriſtian 
church. 

Rabbi Fmathan anfwered; That if thoſe two 
points were clearly and convincingly proved, he 
would preſently renounce Judaiſm, and be bapti- 
ed, and become a profeſſor of the Chriſtian faith. 
He only requeſted, that it might not be interpret- 
ed an interruption, if, as particular places were 
cited and urged, he made his objections (if he had 
any) becauſe he was old, and of weak memory, 
and many things might {lip from him if he defer- 
red the mentioning of them till the end of a long 
diſcourſe. Mr Beza approved of his motion, and 
therefore tpld him he would purpoſely make a 
pauſe now and then, to wait if any thing might be 
objected or oppoſed to what he delivered. - © 

Then pulling a Hebrew bible out of his pocket, 
_ laid it before him, and thus proceeded; 

| Mr 
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Mr Beza, the firſt thing I propounded to prove 
is this, That the promiſed Meſſiah is already, yea 
long ſince, come. For the e vincing of this aſſerti- 
on, I might urge many places out of Moſes and 
the Prophets; but I ſhall rake up only with three 


which are moſt conſiderable. 


The firſt is in the book which we call Geneſis, 
in the Hebrew, .-, Bereſith, you will find 
it in chap. 49, v. 8, and 10. There Jacob is giv- 


ing his ſons his laſt benediction, and when he 


comes to Judah, he propheſies of him, That 


his brethren ſhould praiſe him, that his hands 


** ſhould be in the neck of his enemies; that his 
0 father's children ſhould bow down before him: 
And farther, which is the paſſage I aim at, he adds, 
< That the ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, 
* nor a lawgtver from between his feet, until 
“ Shiloh come, and unto him ſhall the gathering 
of the people be.” I ſhall firſt explain theſe 
words, and then form my argument from them. 
By Zudah here, is not meant the perſon, but the 
tribe of Judah. Nothing here ſpoken of Judah 


A 
— 


Was, in any meaſure, fulfilled in his perſon; he liv- 


ed and died in Egypt without pre- eminence among 
his brethren; and, if you look a little higher, 
you will find the things foretold by Jacob, were 

ſuch as concerned not the perſons of his ſons, but 
their poſterity in the laſt days. By ſceptre and 
Law giver is meant the ruling and legiflative power 
that in proceſs of time did ſettle and center in that 
tribe of Judah ; it began in David, who was of 


that tribe, and continued for ſome centuries of 


years, though not withour alterations and interci- 
ſions; though there was ſome variety in the form 


of government ; ſometimes it was monarchical, and 


ſometimes 


Ef 
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ſometimes ariſtocratical, yet ſill the law and poli- 
ty amongſt them was the ſame. By Shiloh is 
meant the Meſſiah, or the promiſed ſeed, the ſeed 
of the woman. This might be proved from the 
f gnification of the word, as alſo from the follow- 
ing words, To him ſhall the gathering of the 
<< people be,“ or, as ſome read it. To him ſhall 
the obedience of the nations be.“ Now, to 
whom can this be applied but the Mefiah, unto 
whom, it is elſewhere promiſed, the nations fhall 
ſeek? The nations of the earth were to be bleſſed 
in him, and the nations of the earth were to be 
gathered to him. Of this opinion allo were all 
your ancient maſters, Nothing is of greater au- 
thority with you Jews, than your Targums. Ben 
 Uzziel renders it, Until the time wherein the King 
Mefiah ſhall come; and Onkelos,to the ſame pur- 
poſe, Until the Meſſi ah ſhall come whoſe is the 
kingdom ; and in that of Jeruſalem, Your learn- 
ed ie thus render or rather paraphraſe upon 

this prophecy ; *©* Kings ſhall not ceaſe from the 
„ houſe of Judah, nor doctors that teach the law 
t from his childrens children, until the time that 
ee the King Meſſiali do come, whoſe the kingdom 
& is, and al the nations of the earth ſhall be ſub- 
6 ject to him.“ From the words thus explained, 

I draw this argument:If the Sceptre and Lawgiver 
be departed from Judah, then is the Meſſiah alrea- 
dy come; but the Sceptre and Lawgiver are depart- 
ed Jo Judah; z therefore is the Meſſiali already 
come. The major propoſition is affirmed in the 
eng the minor cannot be denied by you Jews 
yourſelves. You cannot but acknowledge, that, 
for about 1600 years, there hath been no ſuch 
thing as a tribe of Judah in any national or politi- 
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cal conſtitution, It is evident, beyond aff contra: 
diction, that your whole nation hath been ſcatter- 
ed over the face of the earth, and have led a pre- 

carious life, under foreign and ſtrange Princes, 
and have had for many generations, no law, go- 
vernment, or authority of your own amongſt your- 
ſelves. This is not only confeſt but lamented by 


ſome of your moſt learned Rabbi's. Kimchi on 


Hoſea thus writes, © Theſe are the days of capti- 
„ vity, wherein we have neither King nor Prieſt 
% of Iſrael; but we are in the power of the Gen- 


tiles, and under the power of their Kings and 


„ Princes.” And the great Aberbinel on Iſaiah 
tells us, Thar it is a great. part of their miſery 
ein their captivity, that they have neither king- 
«© dom, nor rule, nor ſceptre of judgment 3?! as if 
he ſhould have ſaid, ſceptre and lawgiver are de- 
parted. VV . 

The preciſe time of the departure of all rule 
and authority from Judah is a little diſputed; ſome 
ſay it was in the days of Herod an Idumean, who 
rooted out the Maccabees and Sanhedrim, where- 
upon the Jews put on ſackcloth, and ſhaved their 


heads, and lamenting, ſaid, ** Wo unto us, becaufe 


& the ſceptre is departed from Judah, and the law- 
«© giver from between his feet.“ Others ſay, it 
was at that time, when their country, city, and 


temple were deſtroyed by Veſpaſian and Titus; 


and that till then, there remains ſome footſteps of 
rule and authority amongſt them. I am not con- 
cerned at preſent in this diſpute; it is enough to 
prove what I affirm, That it is long ſince ceaſed 
and departed : for that being abſolutely and irre- 
coverably gone, if there be any truth or certainty 
in this text, then Shiloh or the Meſſiali is come, 
which was the thing to be proved. | | 
. Rabbi 
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Rabbi Jonathan. The word (Dae, or Shebet) 


which you render a ſceptre, doth alſo ſignify a rod, 


and the meaning of the place may be this, that 


the rod of affliction ſhall be upon the back of Ju- x 
_ dah, till the coming of the Melia. . 


Mr Beza. I will not deny, but that ate, or 
Shebet, doth properly ſignify a rod or ſtaff; but its 
metaphorical and moſt uſual ſignification is a ſcep- 
tre or enſign of rule and government, and fo it 
muſt neceffarily be read and rendered in other 
places; as in Pſal. 45 The ſceptre of thy king- 
« dom is a right ſceptre. And in Numb. 24, 
«© There ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and a 
% ſceptre ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael.” And that the 
word muſt be thus read and rendered in the pro- 
phecy before us, is plain, becauſe it is joined with 

Md, or Mechbeck, a Lawgiver, or one that 

ath authority to write, or preſcribe laws to be ob- 
ſerved. This then is here foretold, that there 
ſhall be a continuance of a Sovereign power in the 
tribe of Judab, when the kingly government ſhall 

ceaſe, till the coming of Chriſt, in the great San- 
hedrim and in other governors. And it is with |} 
reſpect to this prophecy, that God in Pal. 60. 
and in Pſal. 108. calls Judah his Lawgiver ; and, 
in 1 Chron. 28. and 4th. it is faid, he hath choſen 


Judah to be his Ruler. And that it cannot be meant 
of a rod of affliction or correction, is as evident; 
becauſe a long while after this prophecy, eſpecial- 


ly in the reign of David and Solomon, the tribe of 


Judah was in a flouriſhing and proſpcrons condi- 


tion. 
Rabbi Jonathan. But, if chis be meant of che 


coming of Chriſt, then he was exhibired long be- 
fore 5 yourſelves fy h he was born; for the ſcep- 
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a 
tre departed from Judah in the Babyloniſh capti- 


vity, and afterwards in the days of the Aſſamonei 


or the Maccabees. 
5 Mr Beza. The ſceptre was not departed from 
Judah in the Babyloniſh captivity, but only ſup- 


| Prefied for a ſeaſon ; and God by his prophets did 


promiſe the reſtoring of it after ſeventy years; 
and accordingly it was actually reſtored ; for after 


the captivity, the Jews were governed by Dukes, 


who were of the tribe of Judah, as Zerubbabel and 
his poſter ity, to whom were added Scribes, as 


Exrah, Nehemiah, &'c. And as for the Macca- 


bees, they were of the mother's ſide from Judah, 
and with them were joined the Sanhedrim, conſiſt- 
ing of ſeventy-two elders, moſt of the tribe of 


Judah and family of David, who continued in the 


government of that people, till Herod Aſcalonite, 
an Idumean and a ſtranger, did root them all out. 
Theſe things are fully teſtified by Joſephus an ap- 


proved hiſtorian, and other authentic records. 


_ Rabbi Fonathan. Well, Sir, you may proceed. 
Mr Beza. The ſecond teſtimony which proves 
the Me/7ah to be long ſince come, is taken out of 


9, 24, 25. 26, 27. © Seventy weeks are deter- 
o 2 f cc i 


mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy 
s city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an 
c end of ſin, and to make reconciliation for int- 
ec quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
ac and to ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, and to 
ec anoint the moſt holy. Know therefore and un- 
ce derſtand, that from the going forth of the com- 


* mandment to reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, 


. unto the Me/fiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven 


e weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks, the ſtreet 


« ſhalt. 


1 
„9 


1 1 


ce ſhall be built again, and the wall, even in trou- 
„ blous times. And after threeſcore and two 
% weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for him- 
« ſelf; and the people of the Prince that ſhall 
bs come, {hall deſtroy the city, and the ſanctuary, 
« and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and 
« unto the end of the war deſolations are deter- 
« mined. And he ſhall confirm the covenant with 
« many for one week; and, in the midſt of the 
«t week, he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblati- 

Jon to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abo- 

<« minations he ſhall make it deſolate, even until 
the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be 
% poured upon the deſolate.” 

I intend not a Jarge explication of this prophe⸗ 
cy this I defire may be attended to, that the true 
Meſſiah promiſed unto the fathers is here ſpoken 
of. That there is a time limited for his coming, 
and that this time is long ſince paſt and gone. 

That the true Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, is evi- 
dent: He is twice called by that very name; and 
indeed the name of the Me/iah, as appropriated 
unto the promiſed ſeed, is taken from this place or 
prophecy alone: for it is no where uſed of him 
abſolutely but here. And the addition of the 

word in, or Nagid the Prince, or the ſupreme 

| ruler, doth make it yet more evident; for this 
word in ſundry other places, is peculiarly applied 
to the Meſſiah. See in Iſa. 45, 4. I have given 
« him (to wit, the Chriſt) to be P32, or Nagid, 
a leader or a Prince of the people.“ A learned 
critick hath well obſerved, that theſe words rpwy9 
vm, or Meſjiah Nagid, that is, Meſſiali the 

Prince, are written in ſuch Hebrew, as muſt needs 


argue it a proper name, and as is not to be found 
again in all the Bible, | 
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To which may be added, the perſon here ſpo- 


ken of, is not only called Mefiah, and Mefiah the 


Prince, but he is alſo called the Moſt Holy, or the 
Holy of Holjes. The moſt holy place in the taber- 
nacle and temple was ſo called; but that cannot 
be here intended. The holy place in the ſecond 
temple was never anointed; for it was not lau ful 
for them to make the holy oil ; and beſides, that 
was burnt with fire, and uttcrly deſtroyed about 


the expiration of theſe weeks. It is therefore the 


perſon, that the holy place typifies, that is here 
ſpoken of. The name of the type is given to the 
antitype; he is the Moſt Holy that was anointed ; 
that is, he was made a Meſſiali. And a great 
Rabbi of your own doth thus expound it : This 
Holy of Holies, is the Me/iah who is anointed or 


ſanctified from amongſt the ſons of David. 


And for a further confirmation of this, do but 


+ conſider what work is here aſſigned to be done by 


this perſon, and you muſt conclude it is the 
Meſſiah that is here intended. Who, but he, 
could finiſh.or take away tranſgreſſion, and make 
an end of ſin, and make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and ſeal up 
viſion and prophecy, and confirm the covenant 
with many, and cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to 
ceaſe? If theſe works could be wrought by any 
other than the Meſſiahi, we had more reaſon to de- 
fire him more than the Meſſia himſelt. 5 

Rabbi Jonathan. I confeſs you have urged good 


reaſons, why the Meaſſial promiſed to our fathers, 
ſhould be ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet ; yet 
vou muſt give me leave to tell you, that our learn- 
© cd men are of opinion, that all this is ſpoken of 


Cyrus 


E 


Cyrus the Perſian Emperor, and that he is Meſan 
the Prince; and hiſtory, tells us how he was ſlain 
or cut off. As for the true Mefrah, we read in 
the law, that he abideth for ever. And we are 
confirmed the more in this opinion, becauſe in 1 
ſaiah the prophet, he is called the Lord's Mefiah. 
If you pleaſe, you may conſult the place in the 
beginning of that which you call Chap. 45. of that 
prophecy, IEA ee 3 
Mr Beza. I am not ignorant that ſome of the 
modern Rabbies have interpreted Daniel's prophe- 
cy of Cyrus; for ſome ages they have abhorred 
nothing more, than that the true Mefiah ſhould 
be there intended; for if once they yield to that, 
then they muſt give up their cauſe, and they have 
no cloak for their unbelief; becauſe, as I ſhall 
ſhew by and by, the time limited for the coming 
and cutting off the Maſſial, is long ſince expired. 
This prophecy therefore, if it hath any truth in 
it, muſt have had its accompliſhment : And it ar- 
gues the deplorable caſe of the Jews, and deſperate 
ſhifts they are put to, that they can find no more 
probable perſon than Cyrus to accommodate this 
prophecy to. I pray do but conſider, which of all 
thoſe works the Meſſiah was to do, can in any to. 
lerable ſenſe be applied to Cyrus? Did he take a- 
way ſin? Or bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs ? 
Or make reconciliation for iniquity ? Or ſeal up 
viſion and prophecy ? Or confirm the covenant 
with many? Or cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to 
ceaſe ? Nay, was there any ſuch thing as facrifice 
or oblation in his days, for him to put an end to? 
Nay, was not he a mean of reviving ſacrifices and 
oblations in aſter times? e 


Again 
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Again, let it he conſidered, that the limited time : 


here ſpoken of, doth begin from the going forth 


of the commandment to reſtore and to build Jeru- 
falem, that is expreſſed in the prophecy. Now, 
fame learned men and good chronologers are of o- 


pinion, that the commandment here ſpoken of,did 


not commence or begin till many years after Cyrus 
his death. This is evident, that there were ſeve- 
ral commandments and decrees from the Perſian 
Emperors about this matter. The firſt was made 
by Cyrus, in the firſt year of his empire; and 
ſome think this was not the commandment ſpuken 
of in Daniel, becauſe it was only for the buildin 

of the Temple; whereas that of Daniel was for the 
building of Jeruſalem : Beſides, it had little or no 
effect ; within the ſpace of three or four years it 
came to nothing, till anon after the death of Cy- 
rus, there came forth another decree from Darius 


(fuppoſed to be Darius Hyſtaſpes the third Empe- 


Tor of the Perſians) for the building of the Tem- 


ple. Of this we read, Ezra 6. and it ſeems to be a 
revival of the decree of Cyrus; the roll whereof, 
upon fearch made, was found at Achmet in the 
province of the Medes. Beſides this decree of 
Cyrus and Darius, we read of another decree or 
commandment of Artaxerxes, in Ezra 7. who is 
ſuppoſed to be he that was called Longimanus, 
This was a more authentic decree or command - 
ment than either of the former; for it was made, 
as *tis in Ezra 7. 14- by the King and his ſeven 
counſe!lors, which was the higheſt legiſlative pow- 
er amongit. the Perſians. Here was not only a 
proclamation of liberty, but a formal commiſſion, 
and that from the King and his council. Authori- 


ty is given to Ezra to erect a civil government and 
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2 mapiſtracy amongſt the people, with power o- 


ver the eſtates, hberties, and lives of men; and 
this is likely to be the commandment tor the 


building of Jeruſalem : For it is not walls and 


houſes, ſo much as rule and eee makes 
or conſtitutes a city. 

And if the going forth of the commandment, to 
reſtore and build Jerufalem, which is the Epocka 


of time now limited and determined, be under- 
ſtood, as it is by ſome, of the firſt decree or com- 
mandment of Cyrus, then he can't be, Meſſiah 


the Prince, at whoſe cutting off, the time muſt 
determine. He did nor live long after that com- 
mandment. The temple was not built, nor was 
there any facrifice or oblation therein during all 
his ſhort reign. The things here foretold, were 
not accompliſhed till above four hundred years af- 
ter his death. 

It's true, he is once called the ad of the 


Lord, becauſe he was deſigned and employed by 
God in that ſpecial ſervice of ruining the Babylo- 


nian empire: But doth it therefore follow, that he 
is intended in this prophecy, when no one word 
or circumſtance therein is applicable to him? And 
when he was dead ſome hundreds of years, before 
the determined time mentioned in the prophet did 


expire; you may as well ſay, Saul or Zedekiah is 


intended, ſeeing both of them are called in ſcrip- 
ture the Lord's anointed. 
Having thus proved that the true and only Meſ- 


frah is here ſpoken of, it remains now that 1 ſhould 


ſhew how the time limited for his coming is long 
ſince expired. This is expreſsly ſaid to be ſeven- 
ty weeks from the going forth of the command- 
ment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem. Thar by 

ſeventy 


T3 


” 
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ſeventy weeks, are to be underſtood ſeventy ſe- 


vens of years, a day being put for a year, and a 
week for ſeven years, which makes full four hun- 


dred and ninety years, is generally owned by the 


Jews as well as the Chriſtians. The learned Kim- 
chi upon this place doth acknowledge it; ſo doth. 
Jarchi, Rabbi Leadias, and others. And that four 
hundred and ninety years are gone and paſt ſince 
the commandment came forth for the rebuilding 


and reſtoring of Jeruſalem, I ſuppoſe will not be 
denied. There are above fix times ſeventy weeks 


from that time to this. This then will inevitably 

follow, That the Meſſiali is long ſince come. 
Rabbi Jonathan. The Chriſtians themſelves 

can't agree when theſe ſeventy weeks did begin or 


_end; which weakens their 1 8 from this 
prophecy. 


Mr Beza. It is confeſt, what you 175 is true: 
There is a great difference amongit learned men, 


in their computation of Daniel's weeks; they are 
not agreed, as I ſaid before, at which of the com- 


mandments for the building of Jeruſalem they do 
begin; nor at which of theſe two ſeaſons they 
end; whether at the death of the Meſſiah, or at 
the utter ſubverſion and deſtruction of the Temple 
at Jeruſalem. And there is ſome difference alſo 
in their accounts, which is occaſioned by the defect 
of hiſtory ; the number and years of the Perſian 


Kings, through whoſe reigns that account runs, 


is differently recorded by mott authentic hiſtori- 


ans: But all this doth nothing invalidate my argu- 


ment, nor is that at all concerned in the chronolo- 
gical computation of thoſe times, or of Daniel's 
weeks. It is ſufticienc to my purpoſe, that, by the 


conſent of all, the time is long ſince paſt, and 
therefore 


maſters, apply this * to him. The words 


E 


therefore the Maſſiali is long ſince come. And 
this I might further tell you, that the differences 
amongſt the Jews about the beginning and ending 


of the ſeventy years captivity, are more, and great- 


er, than the differences amongſt Chriſtians about 
the ſeventy weeks in this prophecy : Yea, the an- 
cient Jews were ſo convinced the Meſſiah was to 
come about the time that theſe ſeventy weeks did 
determine, that nothing extraordinary did appear 
in any perſon, but preſently they were in ſuſpenſe 
whether he were the Meffiah. Yea, Joſephus 
tells us in his ſeventh book of the Jewiſh wars, 
that it was their confident expectation of the Meſ- 
ſiali's coming about that ſeaſon, that put them up- 
on that unequal and fatal war with the Romans. 


Tea, and the Talmud tells us, they were the more 
obſtinate in the war, by their daily and hourly ex- 
pectation, that their Meſſian, who was to come a- 


bout that time, would appear to their help; and ſee- 
ing (as they thought) he came not then, they have 
now no other account or reckoning: Lea, in their 
Talmud they curſe thoſe who compute the time in 
which the Mefiah ſhall com. 
After a little pauſe, when nothing was objected, 
Mr Beza proceeded, and faid, 1 ſhall turn you to a 
third and laſt teſtimony that I ſhall bring to prove 
the Meſſiali is long ſince come; and that is in the 
2 of Malachi, Chap. 3. 1. Behold 1 will 
« fend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way 
«© before me, and the Lord whom ye ſeek he ſhall 
„ ſuddenly come to his Temple, even the Meſſen- 
« ger of the covenant whom you delight in; be- 
© hold he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts.“ 


That the Meſſiah is the ſubject here ſpoken of, is 


granted by the Jews themſelves. \Aben Ezra, 
Rainbam and Kimchy, and others of your learned 


of 
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of Kimchy are expreſs: 4% This is the King, the 
% Mefiah,and this is the Angel of the covenant.“ 
The Maſſiali was the Lord whom tlie Jews your 
fathers ſought, whoſe coming they long looked 


for, and earneſtly prayed for. He was the Angel 


of the covenant, God's meſſenger, who was, as we 
obſerved: before out of Daniel, to confirm the co- 
venant with many. By him the new covenant 


was to be confirmed and ratified. Now, that which 
is predicated of the Mefrah by this prophet, is 


this, That he ſhould come ſuddenly to his Temple; 
his coming there mult be whilſt the Temple was 
yet ſtanding and in being. And *tis for this rea- 
ſon that the prophet Haggai tells us, Hag. 2. 9. 
That the glory of the latter houſe ſhall be greater 


than the former, becauſe, the Mejjtah who is there 


called the Deſire of all nations, ſhall ; in a little while 
come to it, and afford it his perſonal preſence. 
You know yourſelves, that in reſpect of any other 


glory, the latter Temple was far inferior to the 


former. It was not comparable with it for mag- 
nificence of ſtructure; hence it is that thoſe of the 
fathers who were ancient! men, and had ſeen the 


firſt houſe, when the foundation of the other was 
laid, they wept with a loud voice: It grieved them 


to think what a diſproportion there was like to be 


betwixt the former and the latter houſe. 


Rabbi Jonathan. But this ſecond Temple Was 


N beautified and enlarged by Herod about 
300 years after it was built, and it might be ſaid 


with reſpe& thereto, that the glory of the latter 


houſe ſhould be great above that of the former. 
Mr Beza. Tis true, the latter houſe was great- 


Ty beautified by Herod, but it does not appear that 
it was enlarged by him; ; he built jit higher, but it 
was {till upon the old foundation; and when be 
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had finiſhed what he undertook, there as no 
compariſon betwixt this and the former Temple. 


Do but conſider the treaſure that David provided, 


beſides what Solomon added for the building of 
the firſt houſe; we find it was 100,000 talents of 
gold, and 1, 00, ooo talents of filyer, beſides braſs 


and jron without weight. We may rationally 


compute, that Herod in all his wealth and glory 


vas not worth one tenth part of this treaſure; nay. 


all Herod's revenue was hardly ſufficient to find 
bread for Solomon's workmen, which were above 


330,000 men; nor is it likely that he employed 


fo many in the whole work as Solomon did to o- 


verſee his labourers. But beſides the magnificence 


of the fabrick, there were ſundry privileges which 
added a great glory to the firſt Temple, that Were 
wanting in the ſecond, viz. Fire from heaven to 
conſume the ſacrifices; Urim and Thummim, the 
Ark- of the Covenant; the Mercy-ſeat, the Cheru- 
bims, and Oracles from thence, the Cloud filling 
the Temple, the ſpirit of prophecy; theſe indeed 
were the chiefeſt glory of the firſt Temple; and 


the Jews acknowledge this, as they do in their 
Talmud, that all theſe privileges and pledges of 
God's preſence were wanting in the ſecond Tem- 
ple: With what face then can you compare the 


one with the other, or prefer the glory of the one 
to'the glory of the other? There Was nothing 


doubtleſs that gave the latter houſe this preference, 


or rendered it more glorious than the former, but 
is coming to it, and appearing in it, who was the 
Lord whom they ſought, and who was the Deſire 
of all nations, or one to be deſired by them. 

1 "exhibiting of him to the world, was the 


end of the building of the Temple, and of all the 
worſhip 
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worſhip — performed; ; and ſo, by his coming 
unto it, more abundant honour and glory was con- 
ferred upon it. 

Thus, 1 hope, 
the Meffah was to come during the ſtanding of 


the ſecond Temple; and that being long ſince ut- 


terly deſtroyed, (as it has been for above theſe 
1700 years) it muſt needs follow that the Mef:- 
ſiali is long fi inc come, which was the thing to be 
proved. 


Rabbi Jonathan. Sir, I muſt needs acknowledge 
— have offered and urged ſtrong arguments to 


rove the Meſſiah is already come; and I may 
not conceal it from you, that many of our maſters 
have been long of this mind, and that for our fins 
(which are many and great) he is kept hid in pa- 
radiſe, or in the ſea, or that he dwells among the 
lepers at the gates of Rome, waiting for a call from 
heaven, to go and gather the diſperſed Jews, and 
deliver them out of the hands of thoſe that ride 
upon their backs; therefore, ſuppoſe we grant 
your firſt aſſertion, that the Meſſiah is long ſince 
come, how will you prove your ſecond, that Feſus 
of Nazareth is he? 

Mr Beza. To that I now haſten, and 1 do not 


doubt but,by God's aſſiſtance, to make it manifeſt 


beyond all contradiction. Two n only 
ſhall be inſiſted upon. 


1. That Jeſus of Nazareth hath no. PA to 


and in competition with him. 
2. That all that was propheſied of old ronebing 


the Hefſiah, is verified and fulfilled in him, 
I. That Feſus of Nazareth hath no other to 


ſtand i in „ with him; ; it is a remarkable 


% — 


I have ſufficiently proved, that 


[ 5 1 
preyifiency of God that he ſhould. be wins 


competitor, that there is none elſe (the Jews them- 


ſelves being Judges) that can have. the title, dig- 
nity or office of the Meſſiai appropriated to him. 
'Tis true, there have been ſome P/eudo-Meſſiahs, 
or pretenders to his dignity, but they are diſ- 
claimed by yourſelves as ſeducers and cauſers of 
great miſery to your people and nation. Of this 
ſort was Theudas and Judas of Galilee; but the 
more famous falſe Mefſiah was Barchochab the ſon 


of the Star; he feigned himſelf to be the Meſſiah, 


and faid that ſcripture was ſpoken of him, There 
„ ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, Ec.“ Rabbi Aki- 
ba, a man of great fame in thoſe times, when he 
ſaw him, ſaid, ** This is the King, the Mefjiah.” 
This Barchochab was (as ſome affirm) in Jeruſalem 


before its deſtruction, and Akiba applied unto him 


that of the prophet Haggai, The Deſire of all 
„nations ſhall come. To him not only the com- 
mon people, but the chief doctors and Rabbies did 
join themſelves, and aided him againſt the Ro- 


mans until he periſhed himſelf, and cauſed many 


others to periſh with him. About forty-cight 
years after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem (if we may 
credit the moſt approved hiſtorians of thoſe times) 


roſe another cheat called Benchozbi, (ſome. indeed 


of the Jewiſh writers will have-this Benchozbi, 
and the forementioned Barchochab to be the ſame 
perſon.) In ſhort, this is his hiſtory: The Jews 
that remained, after Jeruſalem was deſtroyed, made 
a city called Bitter, the metropolis or chief ſeat of 


the kingdom, and took this falſe Chriſt for their 


King. The Emperor Adrian beſieged them in this 


city, and at length he took it, and cut off the 


head-of Bencczbi. In this war they that ſpeak of 
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th" left; / affirm that 45000 Jews loſt their hives: . 
and ſuch a devaſtation was made of the whole na- 
tion, as that to this day they could never gather 


together in conſiderable numbers in any part of 
the world. In the reign of Theodoſius, II. one Mo- 


ſes of Crete acted the part of a falſe Saviour upon 
the ſtage of the world; he gave out that he was 2 


ſecond Moſes, a prophet like unto him, that God 
had ſent from heaven, and he would lead all the 
Jews that followed him through the ſea to the 
continent, dry-ſhod.” For a year together he per. 
ſuaded them in their towns and cities to leave all 
and follow him, and he would conduct them into 
the promiſed land. At an appointed time great 
multitudes of men, women, and children, repair 


to him, whom he brings to an high promontory 


hanging over the ſea; at his command many caſt 
themſelves down, ſome of which were drowned, 
others were ſaved by Chriſtian fiſhermen, who dif: 
ſuaded them (all they could) from ſo mad and mur- 
derous an act. The Jews ſeeing themſelves delu. 


ded, thought to lay hands upon the impoſtor, but 


their falſe Moſes (as if be had been a true devil) 
Was gone and vaniſht they knew not how nor 
Whither. This occaſioned many Jews to embrace 


the Chriſtian faith, and leave that way of Judaiſm 
which Was ſubject to ſtich dangerous and coſtly 
deceits. In the year 1135, one David Etroi, orf 
David and David, gave cut that he was the Meſ- 
ſiuh, and that God had ſent him to deliver his 


people Iſrael, The” king of ' Perſia (in whoſe do- 


minions he was) laid hold of him; butche being a 
cunning magician freed hithfelF, and did Many 


pranks to the great -enraging of the King againft 


the Jews.” They, to prevent the retin'that Was co- 


ming 
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ing upon them by, his means,. made a great feaſt 
for this mock . Meſ/#ah:, and, when he was aſle ep, 
in his drunkenneſs, they cut off his head, and pre- 
ſented ĩt to the King, Who thereupon was appeaſed 
and reconciled to them. 

We read alſo of one called the King of Thabor, 
who would needs be the Meſſi ah, whom Charles 
the fifth cauſed to be burnt. . And Maimonides 
reckons up four more falſe Chriſts, that did ariſe a- 
mong the Jews in Spain and France, that brought 
great miſery upon themſelves and their followers, | 
But you have heard enough of this ſubject. Exi- 
dent it is, that unleſs it be Jeſus of Nazareth, 
% our bleſſed Saviour,“ there is none, that, ih 
any colour of probability, can be ſuppoſed to be 
the. Meſſiah. Io fay (as you hinted but now) 
that he is kept hid. in Paradiſe, or in the Tea, 
till the time of his ſhewing to Iſrael, is ſuch a ri- 
diculous ſubterfuge or fancy, that your own ma- 
ſters diſclaim it, and all rational conſiderate perſons 
are aſhamed of it. 

2. The ſecond particular that T propounded to 
prove, was this, That all that was propheſied of 
old concerning the Meſſiali, is verified and fulfil- 
led in < Jeſus of Nazareth.” The holy prophets 
(who. were divinely inſpired) did plainly deſcribe 
and characterize him that was to come, to the end 
the church might know and receive him at his com- 
ing. Now I thall ſhew you how all the prophetical 
characters of the Mef/iah do center in the perſon 
of our bleſſed Saviour. f 
1. The promiſed Mæſſian is deſcribed by his U- 
neage and deſcent: He was to be of the feed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Jugah, and the houſe of 
David; this needs no proof, becauſe it is univer- 
tally. acknow edged, And yet by the way, this 
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FE 561 ® 


very acknowledgment doth mar all expectation of 
a Meſſiah to come, becauſe you are now at an ut- 
ter loſs about all genealogy ſince your diſperſion, 
and are not in a capacity to diſcover a Meſſiah 

this Scripture-ſign of him. Now, that Jeſus of 
of Nazareth“ was thus deſcended, may eaſily be 


_ demonſtrated: There is no queſtion of his being of 


the ſeed af Abraham, and of the tribe of Judah; 


the only doubt that can be, is, Whether he were of 


the family of David, unto which the promiſe of 
the Chriſt was reſtrained ? Now, this is proved at 
large by two witnefſes, Matthew and Lnke, who 
wrote the hiſtory of his life in the very age where- 
in he lived. And if it be objected that they were 
two of his diſciples, and ſo their teſtimony in that 
caſe is not to be taken : I anſwer, that the teſti- 
mony they gave as to the matter, was taken out 


of the unqueſtionable records of thofe times, or 


elſe why did not your fathers except againſt what 
they wrote? and why, in the midſt of their rage 
againſt him and his followers, was it not once ob- 
jected by them, that he was not of the family of 
David, and ſo could not be the perfon that he 


— 


: 


__ Rabbi Jonathan. The hiſtorians you ſpake of, 

Matthew and Luke, do not at all prove the matter 
in queſtion, which is, That Zefes did ſpring from 
the family of David; for you Chriſtians believe 
that he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born 
of Mary whilſt a Virgin, and that Joſeph was only 
his reputed father. Now, both the genealogies of 


Matthew and Luke belong unto Joſeph alone; as 
may appear if you conſult the beginning of the one, 
and the end of the other. Seeing then that Jeſus 
was no otherways related to p oſeph, but as his 
mother (as you affirm) was eſpouſed to him, he 


cannot 


T 2 3 


dannot be reckoned in Joſeph's right to belong 
unto the family of David. 

Mr Beza. I know this hath been objected of 
old; but the cavil is occaſioned through a miſ- 
take: For Luke gives us directly the genealogy 
of the Virgin Mary the mother of Feſus; and 
therefore, if you compare the Evangeliſts or Hi- 
ſtorians, as you call them, you will find that where- 
as Matthew makes Joſeph to deſcend from David 
by the line of Solomon, Luke makes Mary to de- 
ſcend from David by the line of Nathan; and Heli 
(the laſt that is mentioned in that line) was the 
father of Mary, and not of Joſeph : only he is ſaid 
to be Heli's ſon, becauſe his daughter was legally 
contract ed or eſpouſed to him: And though the 
genealogy recorded by Matthew, be the genealo- 
gy of Joſeph, and not of Mary, from David down- 
ward; yet herein he proceeds according to the 
laws of genealogies, and the legal way of proving 
one to be of ſuch a tribe or family. A woman, 
whatever tribe or family ſhe was of before, after 
contract of marriage, ſhe was legally accounted to 
be of that family, into which, by her eſpouſals, ſhe 


was ingrafted,and of that family,and no other was 


he to be reckoned, who was born of her after ſuch 
eſpouſals. And this legal relation or tranſlation of fa- 
milies, Luke ſeems to intimate, when he ſays, That 
ce the mother of Jeſus was eſpouſed to a man whoſe 
name was Joſeph, of the family of David.” 
There being no reaſon to mention his family, but 
to ſhew that the genealogy of Jeſus (the ſon of 
her who was eſpouſed to him) was concerned 
therein. = 
This may juſtify the method of 3 in re- 
cording the genealogy of Jeſus, by reckoning up 
the progenitors of his ſuppoſed father; for, if you 
_ conſider how genealogies are not reckoned by wo- 
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men, there was no better or ſurer way of decla- 


ring his pedigree who deſcended of Mary, than by 


his to whom ſhe was ſo nearly related. Although 
it was not without a remarkable providence, that 
Jeſus on both ſides deſcended (that is from his mo- 
ther and ſuppoſed father too) from the family and 
houſe of David. | 


Rabbi Jonathan. Sir, your arguing hath 


ſtrength in it; but yet give me leave to tell you, 


that it doth much invalidate the teſtimony of theſe 
two hiſtorians, that they do not altogether agree 
in their genealogies : And our learned men have 


- obſerved ſeveral omiſſions and corruptions, eſpe- 


cially in Matthew's genealogy ; and, if 1 had my 
books by me, I could ſhew you many knots there- 
in, which, 1 believe, you will never be able to 


-untie, 


Mr Beza. I do confeſs the genealogies of 
Matthew and Luke are not without their difficul- 
ties; but, I will aſſure you, they are far from be- 
ing inſoluble or inſuperable: and if you pleaſe 
(when you have conſulted your abe 0 to bring 


or ſend me your objections, I here promiſe you to 
return a full and ſatisfactory anſwer thereunto, and 


I queſtion not (by God's aſſiſtance) bur I ſhall con- 


vince you that there is neither contradiction nor 


corruption in the . of theſe two Evan- 


elifts. 
Rabbi Jonathan. You promiſe very fairly. 1 
pray proceed. | 
Mr Beza. The promiſed Meffiah is deſeribed, 


as by his lineage and deſcent, fo, in the ſecond 
place, by the manner of his birth and production; 
as he was to be an extraordinary perſon, ſo he was 
to be born and brought forth in an extraordinary 


manner; that is, he was to be born of a Virgin 
that 
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chat never knew 2 man: This indeed was imply- 

ed in that firſt promiſe which God made to our 
firſt parents, where he is called “ the iced of the 
„ woman.” But it is expreſt by the propher 
Iſa. chap. vii. 14. Behold, a Virgin ſhall con- 
„ ceive and bear a Son, and ſhall call his name 
© Immanuel.” For the better underſtanding of this 
excellent prophecy, you may pleaſe to take notice 
how Ahaz and his people were under great con- 
ſternation by reaſon of the invaſion of two potent 
Princes; whereupon Iſaiah is ſent unto him with 
good tidings, That though theſe two Princes 
had taken evil counſel againſt him, it ſhould not 
“ ſtand, but they ſhould be diſappointed and bro- 
©. ken. „ Ahaz gave little credit to the words of 
the prophet ; hereupon he bids him to afk a ſign 

either in heaven or in earth. Ahaz refuſeth to 
aſk a ſign, and adds, That he will not tempt the 
„ Lord. Whether he ſpoke this hypocritically, 
as pretending great veneration and reſpect to thar 


command, where it is written, Thou ſhalt not 


4 tempt the Lord thy God;“ or whether he ſpoke 
it prophanely, as not being willing to try or truſt 
the Lord, and commit the event of that buſineſs 
unto him, becauſe he had reſol ved to ſend to the 
King of Aſſyria for help, 1 ſhall not now diſpute; 
the propher he ſharply reprehends him, and tells 


him, though he would not aſk a ſign, yet God 


would give a ſign, he would do it voluntarily and 
of his own accord, A Virgin ſhall conceive and 
c bear a Son, &c.” As if he had ſaid, you think 
God is not able or willing to fave you from theſe 
two Kings; he will give you an inſtance of greater 
power and goodneſs than this; he will ſend the 
Meſſian, that ſhall fave you from worſe and great- 
er enemies than thoſe ; he will work a miracle, 
n | to 
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to cauſe a woman to conceive without any con- 
junction with man, and therefore he is ſureſy able 
to ſave you out of the hands of theſe men; he will 


make good his word concerning his giving his Son 


to ſave you from your ſins; much more will he 
make good his word concerning the ſaving you 
from the hands of your enemies. . 
Rabbi Jonathan. We conceive this prophecy 
doth no way relate to the birth of “ Jeſus of Na- 
© Zareth 3”? we know that Matthew ſo applies it, 
but we think impertinently ; for, the birth of the 
child, here promiſed, was to be a ſign to Ahaz of 
his deliverance from thoſe two Kings that now 
came up againſt him ; and of this, the birth of 


Feſus (if he were the Mefiah) was not a proper 


pledge or aſſurance, becauſe he was not born till 


ſome hundreds of years afterwards. * - 50 


- * 


Mr Beza. It is not unuſual for thoſe things to 
be promiſed for ſigns, which do not exiſt in'them- 


ſelves, until after the accompliſhment” of thoſe 


things whereof they are ſigns ; inſtances of this a- 


bound in Scripture, fee Exod. iii. 12. God there 


tells Moſes, that this ſhovld be a ſign that he had 
ſent him to Pharaoh, The children of Iſrael in 
e after times ſhould ſerve him upon that moun- 


& rain where now he appeared to him.” A further 
Inſtance of this you have in fa. vii. 10. though the 


thing itſelf in its exiſtence cannot be made a ſign, 


pes it may in the promiſe and the prediction of 1t; 


ereby their faith is confirmed who live in the 
time of the actual accompliſhment of ſuch promiſes. 
And as to the caſe in hand, God doth here aſſure 
Ahaz and the houſe of David, that he would as 


certainly make good his promile in delivering them 


from the hands of thoſe they feared, as he would 
fulfil that great promiſe of bringing forth the 
. | Meſfah 


E 
Melfi hs and that in a miraculous way, for that 
he ſhould be conceived and born of a Virgin. 
Rabbi Jonathan. But pray, Sir, conſider what 
follows; that the deliverance here promiſed from 
thoſe two Kings, yea their ruin and deſtruction, 
was to be wrought before this child ſhould come 
to years of diſcretion, which is meant“ by his 
© knowing to refuſe the evil, and chuſe the 
„good.“ . 
Mr Beza. It does not appear that he ſpeaks af- 
terwards in the 16th verſe, of the ſame chile that 
he doth in this 14th verſe; 'tis evident he makes 
uſe of another word in the Hebrew, and it is more 
than probable that he ſpeaks of another child; if 
ou look into the beginning of the chapter, you 
thall find the prophet (and that by the eſpecial 
command of God) took with him Shear-jaſhub 
his own ſon, when he went with his meſſage unto 
the King. This you may ſuppoſe, was for ſome 
particular reaſon or end in the meſſage which he 
was to deliver; bis ſon being then but a child, 
could be of no uſe in that Whole tranſaction, un- 
leſs it were to be an inſtance of ſomething to be 
ſpoken or done; and doubtleſs this ſon of his, was 
the young child he there intends and inſtanceth 
in, before whoſe growing up to years of diſcreti- 
on, thoſe Kings of Damaſcus and Samaria ſhould 
be deſtroyed. 

Yet if you ſhould quarrel with this interpretati- 
on, there is no force in your objection; for this 
phraſe doth import no more but this, That in as 
ſhort a ſpace of time theſe two Kings ſhall be de- 
{troyed, as any child, or this promiſed child, when 
be ſhall be born, ſhall come to the uſe of reaſon 


| god underſtanding, 
; Rabbi 


Rabbi Together. nh I ſhould grant PN 
you ſay, yet this prophecy is not for your purpoſe; 
for the word that you render a virgin, doth ſigni- 

fy any young woman, whether fi ingle or married: 
Nay, in the Proyerbs of Solomon, it is uſed for 2 
harlot. I do not ſee therefore, why you Chriſti- 
ans ſhould put ſo much ſtreſs or weight upon it. 

Mr Beza. If this cavil hath any truth it, I will 

yield the cauſe. There are but two ways to know 
the ſignification of a word; either from the Ery- 
mology, or conſtant uſe of | it; as to the Etymolo- IF 
gy of the word, you know it is from D Alam 
Which ſignifies to hide; which in Niphal is hid- 
den or kept cloſe. Hence is d Alma a virgin, 
and ſhe fo is called from her being unknown by 
man, or from the cuſtom in thoſe Eaſtern coun- 
tries, where virgins were hid and kept cloſe from 
all common converſation, The Grecians alſo, for 
the ſame reaſon, called virgins, recluſes, or perſons 
ſhut up. .This then is the derivation of the word, 
and it properly. ſignifies an unknown and an un- 
touched virgin, As to the conſtant uſe of it, I can 
boldly affirm, that wherever you meet with it in 
ſcripture, it hath the fame fi ignification., It is fe- 
veral times uſed in the ſcripture in this ſenſe, and ' 
in no other: As for that place in the Proverbs ( 
know what you mean) tis in chap. 30. 19, there 
Agur ſays, There are three things which are 
<< too wonderful for him, yea, four which he knew 
% not: And that fourth was, „the way of a 
& man with a maid.” Here is the ſame word, and 
it muſt ſignify, ſay you Jews, in this place, a har- 
lot: But we Chriſtians ſee no neceſſity of it; we 
think an unſpotted virgin is here alſo intended; 
and that by © the way of a man with a maid,“ 
Agur 
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Agur intends nothing elſe, but the way and man- 


ner of men in uſing cratty devices to corrupt vir- 
gins, and to compaſs their luſt upon them: This 
is ſuch as a good man is ignorant of. Thus you 
ſee, that if you conſider the word either in its de- 


ri vation, orꝰconſtant ſignification, it muſt be un- 
derſtood of an unſpotted virgin, and no other. 
And that it ſhould be ſo underſtood in this place, 


T have yet a further reaſon, becauſe it is ſome mi- 


raculous thing which is above, and contrary to the 
ordinary courſe of nature thar is here ſpoken of ; 
and therefore tis uſheredin witha note of attention, 
Behold ! and 'tis given by Ggd himſelf as a mi- 
raculous ſign, as great or greater than Ahaz could 
have aſked, either in heaven or in earth: And 
therefore tis ridiculous to underſtand it (as you 
Jews would have it) of an ordinary conception or 


birth, or of another woman's conceiving and bear- 


ing a ſon; How could that be a prodigy or a mira- 


culous figr, which was done every hour in the 
day ? e i 


Rabbi Jonathan. But ſtill this can't be meant 
of Jeſus the ſon of Mary, becauſe the name of this 


child was to be Immanuel. 


Mr Beza. By what I have already heard from 


you, I take you to be a man of greater reading and 


underſtanding, than to think there is any force in 
this obje&ion ; when the prophet ſays, his name ſhall 


be called Immanuel, he intends what he ſhall be 


and do, and not what he ſhall commonly be called 


or named, The plain meaning is, he ſhall be Im- 


manuel, that is, God with us, or God and man in 
one perſon ; and his work ſhall be to reconcile 
God to man, and man to God. Pray, Sir, let me 
deſire you to look a little further, and you'll find 

| in 
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in the ninth chapter of this prophecy, a parallel 
place; tis ſaid in verſe 6. that ©* Unto us a child 


EP born,unto us a Son is given, the government 
& ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall 
ce be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 


<« God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 


e Peace. This is a manifeſt prophecy of the 


Meſia; but do you think that theſe are his pro- 
per names ? Or rather, 1s not this the meaning, 


that he ſhall be all that is there expreſt ? And how 
often in other places is a thing ſaid to be called 


that which it is in its being, quality, or creation! 


Rabbi Fonathan. I am amazed at your anſwers! 


J made no doubt of wreſting this ſcripture out of 


your hands. I pray go on: 
Mr Beza. The promiſed Meffiah is deſcribed 


in the third place, as by the manner, ſo by the 


place of his birth. This was foretold by the pro- 
phet Micah, chap. 5. 2. to be Bethlehem Ephira- 
2a; the words are theſe, © Thou Bethlehem E- 

« phratah, tho? thou be little among the thouſands 


© of Judah,yet out of thee ſhall he come forth un- 
0 to megthat is to be Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe goings 


ce forth have been from of old, from the days of 


eternity.“ That the Meſſiah is here ſpoken 
of, is the acknowledgement of the Jews them- 
felves. The Chaldee Paraphraſt thus reads 
the words, Out of thee ſhall come forth to me 


& the Meſ/iah, who ſhall have the rule.“ That 
the place of the Meſſtalrs birth is here propheſied 


of, this alſo is acknowledged by the Jews, as well 


as the Chriſtians : When, Herod of old. demanded 


where the Chriſt ſhould be born? the chief prieſts 
and ſcribes affirmed (and that unanimouſly) that 
he was to be born at Bae and proved 


what 


what they affirmed by this prophecy of Micah; 
That Zeſus our Bleſſed Saviour was born or 


brought forth at Bethlehem, is too manifeſt to be 
denied : The wonderful providence of God in 


bringing this about, is not to be paſt over in ſi- 


lence. Joſeph (his ſuppoſed father) and Mary his 
mother, lived in Galilee in a mean condition, and 


had no deſign, either of dwelling in Bethlehem, 


or taking a journey thither. But about that ſeaſon 
when ſhe was big withchild,there went ont adecree 
from Cæſar Auguſtus, that all perſons ſhould be 


_ taxed, and they mult repair to the city or village 


to which they belong, in order thereunto ; this 
brought Joſeph and Mary at this time to Bethle- 
hem, This ſhowed to what houſe and lineage they 


belonged, even that of David as I ſaid before. It 


was God ſurely that put this into Cæſar's mind; 
or elſe why could they not be taxed in the places 
where they dwelt or reſided? But to Bethlehem 
they muſt come, and that for a double reaſon 
(which the only wiſe God foreſaw): Firſt, That 
they may be publicly enrolled for branches of Da- 
vid's family. And, then ſecondly, That Jeſus 
might be brought forth there according to this 


prophecy. Let this be further noted, that an end 


13 now put to the Jews expectation of another 
Meſſiah, becauſe Bethlehem is long ſince utterly 
deſtroyed, and is now neither great nor ſmall in 


the thouſands of Judah. If there be no ſuch place 


as Bethlehem, *tis ridiculous in the Jews to expect 
the Chriſt from thence. _ | | 
Rabbi Fonathan. Pray, Sir, proceed. 
Mr Beza. The promiſed Meſgiak is deſcribed 


in the fourth place, by his offices which he ſhould 


execute ; the firſt is that of a King. In the place 
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but now cited out of Micah, he was © to be Ru- 
ler or King in Iſrael. Zech. ix. 9. Rejoice great- 
« ly, O daughter of Sion, ſhout O daughter of 

“ Jeruſalem; thy King cometh unto thee, he is 
& juſt, and having ſalvation, lowly, and riding up- 
“ on an aſs, and upon a colt the fole of an aſs.” 
You Jews expect a pompous Prince or King, that 
like another Alexander ſhall war with the nations 
of the world, and as a triumphing conqueror over- 
come them ; that ſhall redeem you out of your 
captivity in all lands, and reſtore you again to your 
own land. Do but FRY the ſcripture, and you'll | 
find no promiſe of ſuch a Prince or King; “ He is 
& lowly, faith Zechariah,riding upon an aſs;“ he 
confeſſed indeed he was a King, but withal, he ſaid 
His “ kingdom was not of this world ;** no, as it 
is an everlaſting, ſo it is a ſpiritual kingdom Ne 


rules in the hearts of his ſubjects, he makes them 
a © willing and obedient people in the day of his 
power; he makes all his ſubjects Kings, and 


hath provided for every one of them a kingdom. 
The ſecond office is that of a prieſt, David ſpeak- 
ing of him in Pſalm cx. ſays, “ Thou art a priefi: 
e for ever after the order of Melchizedeck. His 
rieſthood was not temporary, as Aaron's was, but 
It is an everlaſting and unchangeable prieſthood : 
The high prieſt of old was but a type of him; 
He offered up himſelf to God and the Father, 
«a facrifice of a ſweet ſmelling favour ; by which 
„ offering he hath perfected for ever them that 


are ſanctified, and made reconciliation for their 


_** ſins: He by his own blood (not the blood of bulls 
4 and goats, which could not poſſibly take away 
e fins, but by his own blood) is entered into 


te the holy place, (not that made with hands, 
= Which 


E 
« which alſo was but a figure or type,) but into 


« heaven itſelf, where he appears in the B 
of God for us.” 


The third office is that of a prophet ; fo Moſes 


told your fathers of old, Deut. xvin. 18. That God 
would ** raiſe them up a prophet from among 
„their brethren, like unto him, and he would put 
„ words in his mouth, and he hould ſpeak all that 


« he ſhould command him; and whoſoever Would 


& not hearken to his words, God would require it 
of him.” The accompliſhment of this excellent 
prophecy is in the perſon of Feſus of Nazareth; 

he was not only anointed to be a King, and a 
Prieſt, but a Prophet too; he was raiſed up from 


amongſt your brethren (as you have heard); he 


was like unto Moſes: The other prophets that 
- ſucceeded in their ſeveral generations, were none 
of them like unto him; they inſtituted no new 
laws or ordinances for the worſhip and ſervice of 
God; they all built upon that foundation which 
he laid; this honour God conferred upon Moles, 
to be a lawgiver to his people: But now in after 


times there was a prophet to ariſe which ſhould be 


like unto him, and the ſi militude conſiſted mainly 


n this, That he ſhould make new laws and or- 


dinances in the church ; and who was this pro- 
phet, but the bleſſed Jeſus ? He hath revealed the 
mind and will of God in another manner than ever 
Moſes did; he hath diſcovered the myltery and 
meaning of all the Moſaical ordinances and inſti- 
tutions ; their nature, uſe, and end was unknown 
to your fathers, though they were daily conver- 
ſant in and about them. 

I dare affirm, that we have thouſands of Mites 
perſons amongſt us Chriſtians, that can give a far 
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Rabbi Fonathan, Pray, Sir, go on. 


T0}. 


better account of the uſe and end of all the Mofai- 
cal rites, inſtitutions and ſacrifices, than the moſt 
learnedRabbins that you have, or that your church 
ever had; and having unvailed and abolifhed the 
old, he hath fuperinduced new ordinances and in- 
ſtitut ions, ſuch as are more eaſy and intelligible, 
and better ſuited to the adult ſtate of his church 


and people; and in this he hath ſhewed himſelf a 


prophet like unto Moſes, yea, a greater propher 
than he: And with this agrees the teſtimony of 


the ancient Jews: The author of Sopher Ikkarim; 
thus writes, „ In all that ſpace of time, wherein 


the prophets followed Moſes, until the ceaſing 


of prophecy, there was none like unto him; 


© but hereafter ſhall ariſe a prophet (even the 


.« Mefjtah) who ſhall be like him, yea, a greater 
«© prophet than Moſes was.” Now to cloſe my 


difeourſe upon this head, let me fhew you how the 
commination contained in this prophecy eis fallen 
upon your people and nation. God doth here 
threaten, that“ he will require it of him, or 
„them, who ſhall not hearken'to the words of this 
„% prophet.” There is evidently a Meioſis in the 
words, that is, there is more implied than is ex- 
preſſed: The meaning is. that he will utterly de- 
{troy or reject ſuch for their diſobedience. How 
ſadly is tIns falfilled in the event ? Your fathers, 
who, for defpifing and diſobeying the former pro- 
Phets, were only for a ſeaſon corrected and cha- 


ttened, and after a while delivered again out of 
their greateſt miſeries; they and their children, 


for their difobedience to this prophet, are ntterly 


eut off and exterminared ; ſo © ſeverely hath God 


required this at their hands.” 


Mr 


'T 69 ] 


Mx Beza. I ſhall add bur one defcription more 

of the promiſed Meſſian; he is, in the 5th place, 
deſcribed by his great ſufferings which he was to 
undergo in the days of his fleſh. The Jews, as I 
ſaid before, they expected a conquering, and not 
a ſuffering Meſſian; nothing could be more con- 
trary to their expectation, than a Mieſſian that 
ſhould live in a low and mean condition, fubject 
to all the miſeries of this life, and, at laſt, to 4 
itielt ; therefore this note, or deſcription of him, 
is more fully aſſerted than all the reſt: This was 
more than implied in that firit promiſe or prophe- 
cy, where the Lord ſays, That the feed of the 
e ſerpent ſhall bruiſe his heel.” It is worthy of 


our obſervation, that all the particularities of 


Chriſt's later ſufferings, even thoſe that ſeemed to 
be moſt caſual, were foreknown of God, and fore- 
told in his word. As now, for inſtance, his being 
betrayed by one of his friends, familiars and fol- 
lowers; of this David ſpoke as a type of Chrift, 

Pſal. 41. 9. Mine own familiar friend in whom 
l — which did eat of my bread, hath lift 
up his heel againſt me.” See further, i in P/al. 


55. Again the ſelling of him for thirty pieces 


of ſilver (which was the goodly price he was 
„ prized at) and the uſe that this money ſhould 

© afterwards be put to (even to make a purchaſe 
of a potter's field;” )this was ſpoken of by Zech. 
chap. 11. 12. 13. Apain, the flight of his fol- 


lowers, and their forſaking of him, was foretold 


by the ſame prophet, Zechariah 13. 7. A- 
wake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt 
de the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of 
«© Hoſts; ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall 


de (catered. fy Ae the ſevere and ſordid 
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uſage he met with, by being ſcourged, buffeted, 
and ſpit upon, was alſo propheſied of, Iſa. 50. 6. 


there the Meſſian is brought in ſpeaking after this 


manner, The Lord hath given me the tongue 
„% cf the learned, c and then it follows, I 


gave my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to 


e them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face 
„ from ſhame and ſpitting.” Again, his death 


_ was foretold by Daniel, that it ſhould be a violent 
death, Dan. g. 26. After threeſcore and two 


« weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for him- 


„ ſelf.” Again, his being lifted up upon a crols, 


that was prefigured and foretold by Moſes when 
he lifted up the ſerpent in the wildernels ; and by 
David, when ſpeaking in the perſon of Chriſt he 


ſays, P/al. xxii. 14. All. my bones are out of 


Joint.“ Again, the piercing of his hands and 


feet, that was ſpoken of in the ſame Pſal. v. 16. 


„ They pierced my hands and my teet.” And 
Zechariah ſpeaks how the Jews in the laſt days 
ſhall „Look on him whom they have pierced.” 
Thar paſſage about their parting his garments was 
predicted in the ſame P/al. v. 18. They parted 
«© my garments amongſt them, and caſt lots upon 
& my veſture.” In that P/alm alſo you will find a 
prediction of that cruel mocking and deriſion that 
he met withal, v. 7. All they that ſee me, laugh 
* me to ſcorn, they ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake 


the head, ſaying, he truſted in the Lord that he 


« would deliver him, ler him deliver him, ſeeing 


be delighted in him.” Yea, that bitter cry 


that came from him upon the croſs is recorded in 
this P/al. v. 1. My God, my God, why haſt 


thou forſaken me? Yea, their giving him gall 


and r to drink, that alſo is foreſpoken of 
| FIN 
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P/al. 69. 21. “ They gave me alſo gall for meat, 


« and, in my thirſt, they gave me vinegar to 
ce drink.” All theſe things were done, not on! 

to ſatisfy the Juſts and wills of men, but to fulfil 
the Scripture, the word of God. There is one 
place in //a. chap. 53. of that prophecy, that ſpeaks 


more amply of this ſubject, and indeed it ſeems ra- 


ther to be a hiſtory than a prophecy of Chriſt's 
ſufferings. It begins with a deſcription of his mean 

and low condition, “ He ſhall grow up as a tender 

« plant,” not as a tall and ſtately cedar ; but as a 


ſhrub or tender plant ready to be cropt by every 


beaſt, and to be trod under by every foot; and, 

„ as a root out of a dry ground; this may reſpect 
the family of Joſeph and Mary, out of which he 
ſprang, and the low and contemptible condition 
thereof; he was ſo unſuitable to the expectation 
of the Jews who looked for a Meſſiah (as I faid 
before) that ſhould be a temporal Monarch, ſhi- 
ning in outward glory, and ruling with viſible 
power and greatneſs; that when he came, they 
© hid their faces from him, they deſpiſed and 
tt eſteemed him not; when they ſaw him, he 
had “no form or comelineſs for which they ſhould 
“% defire him.“ In the next place, the prophet 
deſcribes his ſufferings and afſlictiqns, and this he 
doth in great variety of expreſſions ; he ſpeaks of 
him as a “ man of forrows, and acquainted with 
« grief, who bore our griefs, carried our ſorrows, 
was ſmitten of God, and afflicted; who was 
© wounded for our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our 
e iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
„ upon him, and with his {ſtripes we are healed : 


„All we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray, and the 


Lord. hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
| co He 
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© He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
« opened not his month ; he is brought as a lamb 
ec to- the flaughter, and as à ſheep before her 


„ ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. 


&© He was cut off out of the land of the living: 
« For the tranſgrefſion of my people was he ſtri- 
« ken. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath 
« put him to grief. He hath poured out his ſoul 
c unto death, he was numbered with tranſgreſſors, 
& and he bore the ſins of many.” I ſhall not 


ſtand now to open all theſe prophetical paſſages, 


and apply them to Chriſt. It is the manner of the 
prophets to ſpeak of things to come, as if they 
were paſt or preſent, and that is the reaſon why 
Tſaiah ſpeaks all along in the paſt or preſent tenſe. 
This is ſuch a prophecy of Chriſt as belongs to 
him, not enly properly, but immediately. In o- 
ther places and prophecies (eſpecially in the 
Pſalms) David or ſome other, as a type of Chriſt, 


is ſpoken of in the firſt place, when the Maſiah is 


principally intended ; but here it is quite other- 
wiſe, Chriſt himſelf is immediately ſpoken of. 


That the Meſſian is here intended, is confeſt by 


your ancient maſters ; the Chaldee Paraphraſt ex- 


preſsly names the Mefſiah, and interprets the 


whole chapter of him. So doth the Targum, and 
the Talmud itſelf. In Alſhech on the very place, 
it is thus written, That it is concerning Meſa 


« the King that theſe words are ſpoken,” and this 


he ſays, is determined by our maſters with one 
« conſent.” In vain therefore do ſome late Jews 
attempt to make Joſiah or Jeremiah, or the whole 
body of the nation, the ſubject of this prophecy. 
To which of theſe can all or any indeed of the 
fore-mentioned paſſages in any tolerable ſenſe be 

2 26 accom- 


. a 
accommodated? Rightly therefore doth one call 


this chapter of 7/aiah, © The torture or rack of 


the Jewiſh Rabbins.”” Hulſius, the Hebrew pro- 
feſſor in Breda, informs us, in a late treatiſe of the 
Jewiſh 'Theology, how ſome Jews told him that 
their maſters could eaſily have extricated them- 
ſelves from all other places in the prophets, if 
Iſaiah in this place had but held his peace: Tho? 
that was but a yain boaſt, becauſe other prophe- 
cies (ſome of which you have now heard) are as 
perplexing to them as this. Yet it appears, by | 
their own confeſſion, that this prophecy doth | 
greatly hamper and entangle them. Yea, the 

very reading and peruſing of this place of Scrip- 
ture (which is one cauſe why I am ſo long upon 
it) hath been a means of converting many Jews to 


the Chriſtian Religion. Hear the confeſſion of 


Johannes Iſaac, a German Jew, and afterwards a 
Chriſtian profeſſor at Cologne, anno 1558. This, 
faith he, I do ingenuouſly profeſs, that the 53d of 
Tſaiah did draw me to the Chriſtian -Faith ; for 
more than a thouſand times have I read that cha 
ter thorough, and I have accurately compared it 
with many tranſlations, and have found that there 
is a hundred times more myſtery concerning Chriſt . | 
contained in the Hebrew text, than can be found ! 
in any other tranſlation ; and then he declares how 
at Franckfort he diſputed with five Rabbins, and, 
from this very chapter, did fo ſtop their mouths 
that they had not one word to anſwer. Andradius 
tells us how he knew ſeveral Jews, inhabitants of 
the inner Africa, who, by reading and ruminatin 


upon this very Scripture, were induced to leave 


their friends and eſtates, and with inflamed deſires 
to conſecrate themſelves to Chriſt ; He adds, that 
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he aſked ſome of them, What it was in that 53d of 
iſaiah, that wrought ſuch a conviction upon them? 
they anſwered, That one paſſage did more touch 
them than all the reſt ; and, that is the clauſe 
which we tranſlate *©* ſmitten of God and afflic- 

c ted,“ the words are,**mucke Elohim umeunne,” 


which, they ſaid, was thus to be rendred, God 


“ himſelf was fmitren and humbled.“ By which 
words, they aſſured themſelves, the whole chapter 
was to be underſtood not of a man, but of God 
himſelf made man, that he might bear and blot 


out our ſins. 


Let me add but one thing more, That the holy 
prophers of old did not only foretel the humilia- 
tion, hut the exaltation of the Meſſiah; all which 

prophecies alſo have had their accompliſhment in 
F* Jeſus of Nazareth: Conſult Iſaiah 63. 1, 2, 
3» e Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
++ dycd garments from Bozrah ? This that is glo- 
„c rious in his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs 


c of his Rrengrh ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, 


„ mighty to fave : 'Wherefore art thou red in 
tc thine parel, and thy garments like him that 


e treadeth in the wine-fat? 1 have trodden the 


* wine-preſs alone, and of the people there was 


c none with me.“ This obſcure iprophecy by 
many Chriſtian expoſitors, i is applied to the paſſion 


of Chriſt. But Rabbi Samuel, a converted Jew, in 
a little Arabick treatiſe, doth learnedly apply it to 
the exaltation of Chriſt : From him I firſt learned 


the interpretation, and for that reaſon I chuſe to 


urge it; though ſince, I find that Mercer, Came- 
rus and others, have expounded it in the ſame way. 


All the phraſes in this prophecy ſpeak forth the 
| We of Chriſt in his r and aſcenſion; 
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« He is glorious in his apparel,” as being dyed or 
ſtained with the blood of his enemies; his gar- 
ments are like him That treads in the wine⸗ 
« fat,” when the juiee of the preſſed grapes 
is ſprinkled upon him that preffeth them; he is 
« travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength ; that 
is, ſtrongly conquering and deſtroying all his ad- 
verſaries: Under the name of Edom' and Bozrah 
is fer out his univerſal conqueſt and triumph over 
all his and-his church's enemies ; he is mighty to 
fave and to defend all thofe that truſt in him, and 
rely upon him; he does not ſay paſſively that he 
was trodden in the wine-preſs alone, but activel 
that he trod the wine preſs alone; all his Rs 
ries were under his feet; and therefore i it follows, 
© will tread them in mine anger, and trample 
5 hem in my fury; their blood ſhall be ſprinkled 
© upon my garments, c.“ There are in that one 
book es the Pſalms moſt clear prophecies. of 
Chriſt's exaltation in all the branches of ir. | 

1. David fpeaks of his reſurrection, Pfalm 1 
10. Thou wilt not leave my fout in bell, 
©« ſuffer thine holy One to ſee corruption; > this 
he ſpake of the reſurrection of Chritt, knowing 
that God had ſworn with an oath to him, that of 
the fruit of his loins, according to the fleſh, he 
would raiſe up Chriſt to fit upon his throne. He 
could not ſpeak this of himſelf; for, after he had 
ſerved his generation by the will of God, he fell 
_ afteep, and was laid unto his fathers, and ſaw cor- | 
ruption; but now for Chrift, he roſe again from 
the dead, and ſaw no corruption. | 
T4 Again David ſpeaks of his aſcenſion, Pfal. | 
68. 18. © Thou halt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led captivity captive, thou hatt received ke | 
| « for 
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te for men, yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord God may dwell among them.“ The Pſalmiſt 
here ſpeaks to God, and it muſt be underſtood, 
faith Rabbi Samuel (in the forementioned book) 
of God in our nature; for God, conſidered in bis 
divine nature and eſſence, can neither deſcend or 
aſcend. _ 

3. Again, David ſpeaks of his ſeſſion at the 
right hand of God, P/al. 110. 1. The Lord 
& ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
< until I make thine enemies thy footſtool.” By 
David's Lord here, we mult underſtand the Meſ- 


ian, who though, in reſpect of his human na- 


ture, he was David's Son, yet, in reſpect of his di- 
vine nature, he was David's Lord. This Chriſt 
then, who is the eternal Son of God, being made 
fleſh, and having aſſumed our nature into a per- 
ſonal union with his Godhead, in that nature which 


he graciouſly aſſumed, he ſuffered and made ſatis- 


fact ion for our ſins, and in that nature he aſcended 
into heaven, and ſat down at the right hand of the 


Majeſty on high, from whence he will one day 


come again to judge the quick and the dead. 
Both time and ſtrength would fail me to cite all 
the prophecies of the Meſſian that are in the law 


of Moſes, and in the prophets, and in the Pſalms, 


much more to expound and apply them. Several. 


of the moſt conſiderable I have a little touched 


upon, and have ſhewed you how they are verified 
and fulfilled in © Jeſus of Nazareth,” which was 
the thing to be demonſtrated. 

Rabbi Jonathan. Sir, your arguing hath not 
only ſilenced me, but, in ſome meaſure, convin- 
I know not what is the matter, I find a 
ſtrange and unwonted working within me. 

Mr Bees. 


TJ 


Mx Beza. Take heed of ſmothering and ſti- 
fling convictions; ſome of your fathers have done 
ſo to their coſt. Be not aſhamed to be truth's 
captive,and tobe conquered by it. Truth is mighty, 
and will prevail, What if you ſhould from this 


day forward become a Chriſtian ! Lou will never 
repent it. And let me tell you, you are not the 


firſt of your nation that hath fo done. At the 


firſt publiſhing of the-Goſpel of Chriſt, though | 


the moſt of your nation perſiſted in unbelief, yet 
many thouſands believed and repented, and were 
baptized ; and in latter times we are not without 
inſtances of this very thing. I told you but now 
of ſome, and J can (if need be) give you a liſt of 
a great many more. In the year 1310, Nicho- 


las de Lyra, of a Jew became a Chriſt ian, and hath. 
written an excellent treatiſe, proving, by irrefra- 


gable argument, that the Meſſiah is come, and 
that no other is to be expected. About that time 
Paulus Burgenſis turned Chriſtian alſo, and wrote 
againſt Judaiſm. Elias Levita, commonly called 
the Grammarian, left his Rabbiniſm, and entered 


the church of Chriſt by baptiſm, bringing 


thirty Jews more with him to be baprized, abour 
the year 1517. Hieronymus de ſantta fide (as 
he is called) from a Jew was converted to Chriſti- 


anity, and wrote a book called Hebræomaſtix, or 


the Jews ſcourge, in which he whips them with 
their own Talmud and approved Rabbins, making 
their own authors to prove that Jeſus is the Chriſt. 
When the book was publiſhied in Spain, it is re- 
ported, that by the convincing arguments therein 
contained, above 5000 Jews were turned to the 
faith. One Paulus Riccius in the court of the 
Emperor Maximilian, of a Jew was converted to 
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Chriſtianity, and wrote many things againſt his 
old miſbelief. Antonius Margarita converted in 
heart and baptized, converts his hand and pen a- 
gainſt the Jews. Erneſtus Ferdinandus, of a Few 
became a profeſſor of the Chriſtian faith, and 
writes a book which he calls Flagellum Fudeorum. 
Paulus Weidnerus turned to Chrittianity, and in 
his writings hath called upon his backſſiding bre- 


thren the Jews, and hath found Jeſus himſelf, to 


bid chem Come and ſee. I could tell you of Chri- 


ſtianus Gerſon, Emanuel Tremellius (who hath 
worthil | 
the Bible) with many others. And I doubt not 


contributed towards the tranſtation of 


but there be many thouſands of your nation, that 
are greatly convinced and perſuaded that Jeſus ts 
the Meſſiali, though they do not openly profeſs it. 
Will you give me leave to relate a ſtory that 1 


have met with in the writings of Epiphanius, a 
credible and renowned. author? It is concerning 
one Joſeph a Jew, who lived in the days of Con- 
ſtantine the Great. This learned and worthy per- 
ſon doth ſolemnly proteſt he had it, in order as he 
relates it, from Joſeph's own mouth. This Jofeph 
lived with the patriarch of the Jews, called Ellel. 
The patriarch being ready to die, fends Joſeph to 


the biſhop of Tiberias, to deſire him to come to 


him, under pretence of his being his phyfician. 


The biſhop coming to him, he befeecheth him to 


baptize him; whereupon the ſervants are:command- 


ed to make ready fome water, as if it had been for 
ſome medicinal uſe, apd then they were all com- 


manded to withdraw, Joſeph looks through ſome 


crevice of the door, and feeth the biſhop baptize 
the patriach. Three days after, the patriarch dy- 
ing, bequeathed the tuition of his ſon (not yet at 
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age) to Joſeph and another. Theſe things ſtuck 
in Joſeph's mind, and made him deſirous to know 
more of the Chrittian religion. And there being 


a certain ſecret place or ſuppoſed treaſure which 


Joſeph bad now the keys of, he opens it, and find- 


Z eth no money, but the Goſpel v? John, and the 
Acts of the Apoltles tranſlated into Hebrew, and 


with them Matthew's genealogy. The reading 
of theſe increaſed his perplexities, bur yet did nor 
perſuade him to be baptiſed. After this he fell in- 
to a fore and dangerous diſeaſe, and he apprehend- 
ed thatChriſt appeared tu him, telling him he ſhould 
recover, and exhorting him to believe in him; 
which he promiſed to do, and recovered; but 
continuing obſtinate, he fell ſick again, and that 
ſo deſperately, that they had no hope of his life. 
The Jews coming about him to perform thoſe ce- 


remonies, and give that advice which they uſe to 


do to dying perſons, one of the chief of them (an 
ancient man ſkilful in their law) came to him, and 
whiſpered theſe words in his ear; Believe that 
& Jeſus who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
« being the ſon of God, and afterwards born of 


„ Mary; is the Chriſt of God: and was raiſed 


& from the dead, and ſhall come again to judge the 


„% dead and the living.“ And thus Joſeph came to 


know, that among their laſt myſteries, the Jews 
. ſecretly perſuaded dying men to believe. There 
is a great deal more in the ftory, which I have 
not leiſure now to write. It ends thus: That 
Chriſt appeared again to him in 2 viſion, and 
pave him power to work a miracle for his convic- 
tion, and ſtill he delayed, till at lait being advan- 
ced by the young patriarch Judas to a place of 
rule; he exerciſed ſo much ſeverity over the _ 
+, e 
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ed rials, that they conſpired againſt "Foy and 
ruſhing one day into his houſe, they find him 
reading the goſpels ; and ſnatching the book out 
of his hand, they draw him to the ſynagogue and 
ſcourge him, till the biſhop of the city came and 
After this, meeting him on the 
way, they caſt him into' the river Cydrus, - and 


thought they had drowned him ; but being deli- 


vered, he then delayed no longer, but — 


mimi a Chriſtian; and ſo went to Conſtantine 
the Emperor, and told him all that had befallen 
him. 


The Emperor much efteemed him, and 
gave him power to build churches among the 
Jews, which was all that he deſired. 

To conclude, I lock upon theſe and ſuch hike 


particular converts amongſt the Jews, to be only 


as firſt fruits: We Chriſtians expect ere long a full 
harveſt in the converſion of your whole nation. 


We believe as well as you, that there are many 
promiſes and prophecies concerning the Jewiſh na- 


tion, that have not yet had their final accompliſh- 


ment; give me leave to read ſome of them, Iſa. 


xi. 1i, 12, 13. It ſhall come to paſs i in that day, 


that the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond 


© time,to recoyer the remnant of his people which 


„ ſhall he left, from Aſſyria, and from Egypt, and 


&« from Pathros, and from Cuſh, and from Elam, 
“ and from Shinar, and from Hanath, and from 
« the iſlands of the ſea. And he ſhall ſer up an 
© enſign for the nations, and ſhall aſſemble the 


, outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together the diſ- 


6 perſed of Judah from the four, corners of the 
The envy allo of Epbraim ſhall depart, 
% and the adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut off: 
“ Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and "ey ſhall 


e not 


te 


E 1 


not vex Ephraim.” Tou may read much more 


to this purpoſe in Chap. Ix. and Ixii. of Iſaiah's 
prophecy, Ezek. xxxvil. 21, 22, 23, 24. Thus 
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faith the Lord God, behold, I will take the 
children of Iſrael from among the heathen whi- 
ther they-be gone, and will gather them on e- 
very ſide, and bring them into their own land. 
And I will make them one nation in the land 
upon the mountains of Iſrael, and one King ſhall 
be King to them all: And they ſhall be no 
more two nations, neither ſhall they be divided 
into two kingdoms any more at all. Neither 
ſhall they defile themſelves any more with their 


idols, nor with their deteſtable things; but I 


will ſave them out of all their dwelling places 
wherein they ſinned, and will cleanſe them: 
So ſhall they be my people, and I will be their 
God. And David my ſervant ſhall be King o- 
ver them, and they all ſhall have one ſhepherd: 
Hoſea iii. 4, 5. The children of Iſrael ſhall a- 
bide many days without a King, and without a 
Prince, and without a ſacrifice, and without an 
image, and without an ephod, and without Te- 
raphim. Afterwards ſhall the children of Iſrael 
return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and Da- 
vid their King, and ſhall fear the Lord and his 
goodneſs in the latter days. Zech. x. 6, 7, 8. 
I will ſtrengthen the houſe of Judah, and I will 
ſave the houſe of Joſeph, and I wilt bring them 
again to place them, for I have mercy upon 
them: And they ſhall be as though I had not 
caſt them off: For I am the Lord their God, 
and will hear them. And they of Ephraim ſhall 
be like a mighty man, and their hearts ſhall re- 


* Joice as through wine: Yea, their children ſhall 
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« ſee it, and be glad. I will hiſs for them, and 
“ gather them, for I have redeemed them: And 


they ſhall increaſe as they have increaſed. They 


„% ſhall remember me in far countries, and they 
« ſhall live with their children, and turn again. 
« I will bring them again alſo out of the land of 
Egypt, and gather them out of Aſſyria, and I 
« will bring them into the land of Gilead and Le- 
% banon, and place ſhall not be found for them. 
« And 1 will ſtrengthen them in the Lord, and 
ce they ſhall walk up and down in his name, faith 
« the Lord.” Theſe and ſuch like propheſies are 
the ground of our taith and prayer, for the calling 
and converſion of your nation. To which I may 
add, that the fame thing is foretold in the writings 
of the apoſtles of our Lord. Paul tells us, That 
<« blindneſs in part is happened to Iſtael until the 
« fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in; and fo all 
«© \rael ſhall be faved.” For proof of which, he 


cites a paſſage in Ifajah, where it is written, 


There ſhall come out of Sion the deliverer, and 


«+ ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob.” He 


ſays, The caſting away of the Jews, was the re- 
«« conciling of the Gentiles; but the receiving of 
«© them again, ſhall be life from the dead to them.“ 

He ſays further, That they are beloved for the 


_«« Father's fake: And if they abide not in unbe- 


<« lef, though now they are cut off, they ſhall be 
«© praffed in; For God is able to graff them in a- 
«© pain. And though to this day when Moſes is 
<< read, there is a vail upon their hearts: Yet ne- 


vertheleſs, they ſhall turn again unto the Lord, 


ee and the vail ſhall betaken away.” There is then 
greater accord betwixt you and us than you arc 
aware of, Setting aſide thoſe fooliſh dreams that 

| | ſome 


E 

ſome of you have, about the en joying of ſenſual 
pleaſures, as Behemoth, , N ine of Para- 
diſe, and the like; there! 18 nothing i in your expec- 
tations, but we believe you {hall be partakers of. 


Nay, we ſuppoſe you may return to your own . 
land, enjoy great riches, and rule in the world; 


and be, filled with the light and knowledge of the 
will and worſhip of God, ſo as to be a guide, bleſ- 


ſing, and reviving to the Gentile churches : But 
all this we ſay muſt come to paſs in God's own ap- 
pointed ſeaſon. When the time, the ſet time is 
come, then will God take away the vail from be- 
fore the eyes of your nation and people, and in- 
cline their hearts to receive and believe in him, 
whom their forefathers rejected. Then ſhall be ful- 


filled that which is foretold by Zechariah the pro- 
phet, They ſhall look upon him whom they have 
e pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one 


« mourneth for his only i ſon: And ſhall be in bit- 
ei terneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for 


„ his firſt born. * 


Rabbi Jonathan, After a fark pauſe, thus re- 
plyed : Sir, I am abundantly beholding to you for 
free and familiar diſcourſe with me, for which I 


ſhall ever honour and eſteem you. You have ſpo- 


ken much in a little, and fully removed thoſe blocks 


that I mentioned, as lying in my way, I ſhall 


ſhortly viſit you (with your leave) at your own } 
houſe, and there adviſe farther with you about the 
things we have now diſcourſed. Mr Beza told 
him he ſhould at any time be heartily welcome to 
him; and fo they parted. If this account may be 
of uſe to yourſelf, or any other, it is a ſufficient | 
fatisfaction to him, who is, dear Sir, 

Yours, &c. 


N. H. 
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